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Please find below a brief update on various key areas of work. These briefings are also available for reference as part of the various information resources available on the new Member Zone systemRoads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 64 – 26th August 

Please let us know if you find these briefings useful and if there is any specific information you would like or alterations to the format. 
The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries. 
You can find details of notable service disruptions on key service areas like bin collections and street lighting on the Council website here: Service Status (argyll-bute.gov.uk)
As well as the updates on notable roads schemes in the table below, the whole roads capital programme is available online – you can access the full list of schemes here: https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/roads-capital-programme-0 





	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
	All areas

	
Notable road schemes

Surfacing work in Connel Village is complete.

Next week the crew will be beginning surfacing work through Soroba Road in Oban. The work in Oban will be carried out with nightshift, starting around 7pm to minimise disruption. This is expected to take 5 nights to complete

Bus services

Some tweaks have been made to the bus services in and around Oban to meet the new demands of the Dunbeg development and to continue to match services to areas of highest demand. 

There has been a large volume of correspondence regarding the service between Barcaldine and Oban in particular, as well as other routes. We are listening to the concerns which have been raised and working with West Coast Motors to find a solution, and will look to follow up with a specific briefing on these services next week. 

Oban Bay

The informal consultation on the Municipal Harbour continues on the Council’s web site, and we have now added to the various resources the Draft Harbour Revision Order, which represents another significant step in the process. 

The Draft Order is available online here along with the other materials for comment.  

Argyllshire Gathering

In advance of this event our local team worked hard to ensure the town’s streetsweeping and so on was up to speed, and provided support in terms of waste collections and litter picks around the event. 
	
Notable roads schemes

Capital schemes have re started in the area. The team have begun with the resurfacing of Ballyhennan Crescent in Tarbet.

A814 Ardmay rockfall

Works continues to remedy/make safe an area of recent rockfall/land slippage on the A814 at Ardmay. This work has been extended and is now due to complete on 5th September.

Luss Traffic Order

The public hearing for the Proposed Order was held on Tuesday 23rd August, at the Loch Lomond Arms Hotel, Luss. 

The Reporter gave an overview of the proposed Traffic Regulation Order and summarised the overall objections submitted before moving on to allow both the attending objectors to speak to their specific objections.  

The Reporter allowed questions and statements to be heard from the attendees and although there was not a great number, the points made were relevant to the proceedings.  

At the close of the hearing, the Reporter has allowed the Council a two week period to provide supporting information.

The Reporter also proposes to allow a further two week period for the objectors to submit comment on the Councils supporting information and draft modifications.   

The Reporter will then complete his report, with any recommendations, and submit to the Council in due course.  

Upon review, Officers will submit the report to the Helensburgh and Lomond Area Committee for consideration

All the documentation on the proposed Order, along with information on all Traffic Orders, is available on the Council website here. 



	
Notable roads schemes

The significant schemes at Glenrallach and Inverneil on the B8024. 

For both schemes the local roads team continues to engage with local businesses and the community to keep disruption to a minimum and ensuring local access is maintained as far as reasonably practical. 

Next week crews will also be carrying out surfacing work in Scalasaig on Colonsay

Jura Ferry

Following a positive outcome from the interviews the first of the candidates has begun trials with the crew on the Eilean Dhiura. 

This marks the start of a process that will see orientation and familiarisation as well as technical courses to ensure full competence and compliance with MCA requirements.  
We expect to have the position filled by early October. 

During September there will be a full core timetable as well as a return of the bookable sailings. We will continue to hold weekly meetings with community representatives to advise and update at least one week in advance of any disruption as well as any other useful information.

Campbeltown flood scheme

We will be holding our member session and a separate community engagement event for the scheme on Wednesday 31st August.

These events will provide background information to the scheme, as well as the phasing plan/works programme at a high level, with a focus on the overall benefits and what the contractor will be doing locally to manage disruption and ensure good community relations.  
	
Notable roads schemes

Ongoing road widening either side of Meckan’s Grave on the A8003; work will continue into next week.

Next week the crews begin a 6 day planing programme where the old road surface is removed [planed out]. This will commence on Tue 30th Aug on the A844 Victoria Street in Rothesay West Pier/B881 High Street.

The crews will then move on to A844 Mount Stuart Road, U24 Crichton Rd, The Bush (U17 Bush Rd) U16 Bush Ave, U65 Wallace Ave), B878 Russell St, U07 Ballochgoy Rd and then the U04 Ardmory Rd.

Following on from this the crews will then commence the surfacing of these roads 

Rothesay pontoons

Officers from our Infrastructure Design team are on site today to carry out an inspection of the new pontoons. This is a normal part of the contractual handover process where we will highlight any issues with the new infrastructure to the contractor for them to remedy. This is usually referred to as ‘snagging’. 

Dunoon/Kilcreggan Pier

This project includes Transport Scotland, CFL, CMAL, Argyll and Bute Council and Inverclyde Council working together on separate sets of works which aim to greatly improve the passenger ferry services between Gourock, Dunoon and Kilcreggan. 

Officers have been working behind the scenes with our consultants to develop a comprehensive briefing note to inform Members of the works which fall into Argyll and Bute Council’s remit and meetings are being arranged to finalise the information.

The briefing note will precede a web based public consultation [with hard copies available on request for those less digitally enabled] with supporting Q&A. 

A886 Leanach landslip

The contractor has now mobilised to site and works are underway. 

Cowal Highland Gathering

Support is in place for this important local event which gets underway today. The local team will provide various services like waste collections, litter picks and street cleansing. 


	
PayByPhone parking 

The Paybyphone parking app has been launched successfully and provides a convenient alternative to coin or card payments for parking in Argyll and Bute.

The following link provides further information such as location maps etc. 

Parking mobile app & payment solution | PayByPhone

Environment, Development and Infrastructure [EDI] Committee

The agenda has been published for the September EDI meeting and is available here. 

We have three specific reports: winter policy; footway reconstruction programme and streetlighting capital improvements. 





Photo below shows the work being carried out on the B8024 
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