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Please find below a brief update on various key areas of work. These briefings are also available for reference as part of the various information resources available on the new Member Zone systemRoads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 67: 23 September  

Please let us know if you find these briefings useful and if there is any specific information you would like or alterations to the format. 
The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries. 
You can find details of notable service disruptions on key service areas like bin collections and street lighting on the Council website here
As well as the updates on notable roads schemes in the table below, the whole roads capital programme is available online – you can access the full list of schemes here. 





	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
	All areas

	
Notable road schemes

The £325,000 scheme at Blaran on the A816 is underway. This is a second phase of improvements following works in last year’s capital programme. This scheme is part funded by the Council, and match funded by the Timber Transport Scheme. 

Capital works on Coll have been hampered by supply issues with materials and we are not looking to reschedule these for w/c 3rd October. 

The footway capital works are underway on Mull at Bunessan – this a £20,000 scheme which will provide a new surface to existing footways, with localised kerb upgrades. 


Bus services

We sent a note out to local members last Friday on further revisions to bus services in Oban following community feedback.

These further changes keep the enhanced service at Dunbeg and should provide a good balance across other routes. 

We are discussing with partner providers about how best to establish a user forum or similar to ensure good engagement and consultation going forward as, while the patronage evidence suggested services were little used, clearly the community have told us that these services matter more to them than the raw data itself suggested. 

Oban Bay

Following the initial informal consultation which was received by over 1000 individuals we have received 65 responses of which 55.4% were supportive of the council progressing a Municipal Harbour Authority, 26.1% raised questions relating to the council progressing the Statutory Harbour Authority and 18.5% did not express a particular view.

The webpage has been updated with a Q&A picking up on the main themes from the feedback and a note was sent round OLI and Harbour Board members yesterday to advise on progress and next steps. 

School transport/EV chargers

We have been successful in securing £68,000 funding from Switched on Fleets which we will use to install EV chargers at Oban High School, supporting the transition of our school transport fleet to EV. 
	
Notable roads schemes

The B833 capital works at Rockville are due to complete today. This is a scheme of just over £80,000 worth of regulate and overlay works, and the other £80,000 scheme on this road at Rockville is ongoing.

The £24,000 overlay scheme on the U149 at Armore is due to get underway w/b 3rd October. 


Helensburgh Pier EV chargers

One of the re-located EV chargers at Helensburgh Pier car park was unfortunately struck by a vehicle last week. That and the adjacent charger is currently out of commission while we await repairs from our maintenance contractor. 

There are two other chargers on the site and these continue to be available. 

Helensburgh Operations team vacancies

As noted in a short email briefing to members earlier this week, and reported at the Area Committee, we have two key managerial vacancies within our local operations team. We have recruited to one, with that post expected to be filled in mid to late October, and have advertised the other post. 

While we will do our absolute best to keep on top of correspondence, projects and works during this time, your patience and understanding is appreciated. 



	
Notable roads schemes

The Glenrollach scheme is now complete. 

Works on the B8024 at Inverneill are continuing – there are approximately two more weeks of surfacing then another 4-5weeks of drainage and verging works. 


Campbeltown Flood Scheme

Yesterday we sent out a project update mailshot to those who had signed up to the mailing list. 

We are in the process of finalising arrangements for the high level/in-principle public consultation about the future use of Burnside Square with a view to this being launched early next week, following a productive discussion with local members in Campbeltown last Friday. 

The project is in its very early stages, with works focussing on site clearance and investigatory works. These appear to be going well and feedback thus far has been positive. 

	
Notable roads schemes

The resurfacing of Russell Street on Bute is now complete – this was a scheme just over £70,000 in value and also included the Bush Road area. 

In Cowal the £150,000 scheme of edge strengthening and passing place improvements on the A8003 is ongoing. 

Bin lorry fire

One of our bin lorries caught fire last week while out on a run and was destroyed. 

Thankfully no one was harmed – the crew managed to safely pull in at the recycling point in Sandbank and safely exit the vehicle before it fully caught fire. 

The area was made safe and the vehicle recovered after the fire was out. 

Rothesay Harbour passenger access system

As advised in a short note to local members last Friday, the passenger access system has been repaired and we are happy to advise this week that is continues to be operational. 

Rothesay pontoons

The pontoons are in place and are structurally safe to take traffic – we continue to await the electrical and water commissioning and certification to allow them to fully open. 

A cruise ship is visiting on Saturday and we are going to use the two outermost berths to take the tender ships from the cruise, to allow cruise passengers to visit and enjoy the island. 





	
Bin collection catch up 

Teams across the area have been working hard to catch up on bin collections following the public holiday – this is going well and we expect to be back on normal schedule after this weekend apart from in the Cowal area where last week’s bin lorry fire has hampered our efforts to catch up on blue bin collections. 

There will be no changes to bin services as a result of this Monday’s bank holiday. 

Parking review

We are continuing to invite views on parking issues and priorities across the Council area. There is an online survey which is open until 9th October. Any help in promoting this review to ensure we get as much feedback as possible would be appreciated. The survey is available here. 

Footway capital programme

This will shortly be uploaded to the web in the same way at the roads capital programme. For the moment the scheme details are available in a recent EDI report here. 
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