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Please find below a brief update on various key areas of work. Roads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 74: 11th November   

Please let us know if you find these briefings useful and if there is any specific information you would like or alterations to the format. 
The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries. 
You can find details of notable service disruptions on key service areas like bin collections and street lighting on the Council website here
As well as the updates on notable roads schemes in the table below, the whole roads capital programme is available online – you can access the full list of schemes here. 
All member briefings can be accessed on the website here





	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
	All areas

	
Roads updates

The A816 Blaran road widening project is still ongoing 

On Mull surfacing work will get underway next week on the final capital job for this year. 

Salt delivery 

Delivery of c.1100t of salt by sea to Oban North Pier this week (picture below). This will continue with further salt deliveries over the winter period. 

Timber transport

We will shortly be doing a trial at Oban North Pier for timber transport. If the trial is successful this might allow timber to be transported out of the area by sea, reducing pressure on the road network. 





	
Roads updates

We were notified of flooding on School Road, Kilcreggan last Sunday evening (6th Nov). The out-of-hours team attended and found a blockage in the drainage system. A temporary road closure was in place until Monday morning.

The full team attended again on Monday morning and managed to clear the blockage with a jetwasher. 

A mechanical road sweeper was also in attendance to clear the road and allow it to reopen as soon as possible.

A vactor unit was hired and in attendance on Wednesday morning to flush the system and ensure no further blockages remained. 

A vactor unit is a specialist piece of equipment that is designed to clean the most inaccessible areas. The operation has appeared to be successful in flushing the system to the outfall on the shore.

The team are now carrying out investigation work in the opposite direction towards Barbour Road as an open ditch has been identified as a possible source for the debris causing blockages.

The road and footway surfaces will be inspected with safety defects arising from this issue being addressed as part of the normal course of business

West King Street Bus Stop

The contractor has completed the remedial work with the required drainage installed to allow water to safely run into the gully.

	
Roads updates

The road widening and overlay scheme at the A816 Barrichbeyan Bends is ongoing, as is the widening and realignment scheme on the A819 at Electric Cottage. 

Campbeltown Harbour

7700t of timber was loaded at Campbeltown Harbour last month with steady bookings continuing.  

Oil response exercise

Our Marine Team participated in the Scottish Canals Oil Response Exercise in Ardrishaig on Wednesday. The exercise allows us participate in drill procedures and check equipment that is used in the event of a major oil spill. 

Campbeltown Flood Scheme

Works continue to progress well. Starting on Monday trials digs will take place along Dalaruan Street – traffic management [stop/go] will be in place at points. 

Letters have been issued to local residents in advance, and thanks to our colleagues at Dalintober Primary, further letters have gone out to the school community to advise them of the works. We are not expecting these works to cause any issues for school access. 

There was a meeting with local members on Tuesday to discuss the next steps for Burnside Square and we are in the process of working up a design outline. 
	
Roads updates

The crews are continuing with general housekeeping works including: drainage works, offlet cutting, ditch cleaning, culvert checks and safety inspection defect repairs targeting problem sections on our priority routes first.

Scrub cutting for sight lines and road sign visibility is also beginning on our priority routes.

Lining work 

We continue to push the lining contractors for a date to attend however weather conditions are making it difficult to plan dates.
The priority will be reinstating edge and centre lines to the rural capital resurfacing works.



Recycling collections

There have been a number of disruptions to the recycling collections in Cowal due to a vehicle issue

We have managed to source a replacement vehicle to carry out catch up collections on Friday and Saturday for collections missed on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Collections missed on Thursday will be rescheduled for next week with specific details provided directly to customers via our Keep In The Loop service. 


	
Winter maintenance

The weather has been mild this week which has allowed for more preparation work such as ensuring grit bins and rural grit heaps are replenished.

Armistice Day 

All preparation work for remembrance services is now complete with a final sweep for fallen leaves etc. to be carried out on Sunday morning [including along the route of any parades.]






														
													 The delivery of salt by sea to Oban
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