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Please find below a brief update on various key areas of work. Roads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 84: 10th February 

Please let us know if you find these briefings useful and if there is any specific information you would like or alterations to the format. 
The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries. 
You can find details of notable service disruptions on key service areas like bin collections and street lighting on the Council website here.
As well as the updates on notable roads and footway schemes in the table below, the whole roads capital programme is available online – you can access the full list of schemes here. 
You can view all member briefings on the website







	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
	All areas

	
Road schemes 

Anyone traveling on the A816 this week will have seen the good progress which is being made on the Kilninver scheme. We are still expecting this to be completed by the end of next week, despite some challenging weather earlier this week.

Streetlighting

The ongoing issue with the streetlights between Back Brae and the Western Isles Hotel has now been resolved – the power supplier attended and installed a new power supply.

Public transport infrastructure

We are working through upgrade of poles, flag and cases at the bus stops located in Dunbeg original 1960s/70s housing development. This is to bring the quality of infrastructure in line with that installed at the new Dunbeg housing development.

We are also planning the resurfacing the Catalina Avenue, Oban bus turning area with tarmac (previously hardcore). This will provide a better, more durable surface which will reduce reactive maintenance costs going forward. 

The team have also recently replaced the bus shelter with new one at Etive Park, North Connel. The new shelter provides better accessibility. 


 
	
Road schemes

The capital footway scheme at Faslane is now well underway. The work includes resurfacing and kerbing improvements and is expected to complete within two weeks. A temporary footway is in place while work is ongoing

We are planning to commence further capital footway works within this financial year, exact start date to be confirmed. These schemes include resurfacing and kerbing [including replacing any broken kerbs] in Colgrain, and on a section of footway between Cardross and the Crematorium. 

Once the current MoD loading operations at Glen Mallan are over we plan to continue with drainage improvements at Glen Douglas. This is the type of work which can be carried out on wet days when capital resurfacing works can’t be done. 

Road lining

Our lining contractor is scheduled to return on 20th February [weather permitting] to catch all outstanding lining jobs around the Peninsula. 


	
Road schemes

There has been a large amount of correspondence relating to road conditions on Islay – we will be providing a separate, more detailed briefing to local members 

Streetlighting

The power suppler is attending Bolgam Street in Campbeltown to install a new connection, which will see these streetlights back up and running. Thereafter we plan to upgrade the existing columns which are in poor condition, replacing them with new ones. We would expect to undertake the column replacement in the next couple of months.

Our streetlighting engineer will be attending to do a sweep of issues on Islay in early March alongside our local external contractor. 

Public transport infrastructure 

We will be working to build a new concrete shelter base and bus shelter opposite Ceol Na Fairge on Islay, as well as improvements to the Carradale Surgery bus stop and the Tomaig Road bus stops in Campbeltown

We are also installing a new shelter in Ardrishaig (southbound) to complement the ongoing public realm works. 





	
Road schemes

In Cowal work continues on the U12 Succoth Road. This scheme will provide a good level of additional community benefit, including road widening which will assist pedestrian traffic, as well as the installation of some additional lay-bys. 

New directional signage

We will shortly be starting a fairly extensive programme to install new directional signage throughout this area. This completes a £200,000 programme across Argyll and Bute funded from a previous capital allocation. 

Strachur landslip

Our contractor is back on site forming the foundation of a new vehicle restraint system [a safety barrier]

They hope to have these works completed by the end of March at which point the road can reopen as normal. 

Public transport infrastructure

We are replacing a bus shelter at Kames which will provide greater accessibility. This will include high contrast seating which is to assist those with sight/vision issues. 

We have replaced the shelter at Invereck, [opposite the Eventide Nursing Home in Dunoon] with a new, improved, more accessible shelter. 
	
Grass cutting

Across all areas our horticultural mechanics are in the process of servicing our grass cutting machinery ahead of the cutting season starting in the Spring. 

Area committee business days

We recently attended the OLI and MAKI business days to discuss cemetery improvements arising from the £300,000 of recently allocated Crown Estate funding, and will be taking reports to those two area committees in this cycle. 

We will shortly be arranging similar business day sessions in the other two areas. 

One query which came up was around private burials. Our colleagues at East Ayrshire Council have produced a guidance document on this which may be helpful – it can be accessed here. 

We will look to place information on our own website over the course of this year along with other tweaks/improvements to the burial and cremation information we already have. 
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