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Please find below a brief update on various key areas of work. Roads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 87: 3rd March 

Please let us know if you find these briefings useful and if there is any specific information you would like or alterations to the format. 
The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries. 
You can find details of notable service disruptions on key service areas like bin collections and street lighting on the Council website here.
As well as the updates on notable roads and footway schemes in the table below, the whole roads and footway capital programmes are available online – you can access the full list of schemes here. 
You can view all member briefings on the website







	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
	All areas

	
Roads 

Routine maintenance work in Oban including ditching, pothole repairs etc. 

Revenue patching on the C29 Kilmelford and Degnish road

Refuse

There have been ongoing issues this week with the refuse vehicle which has resulted in a number of commercial and household waste collections being delayed in Oban.

Crews are working hard to catch up and information has been posted on our disruptions page on the website  

Oban Bay – Municipal Harbour 

Excellent progress is being made in preparation for the Municipal Harbour Authority.

Positive discussions have taken place between Argyll & Bute Council technical and legal officers; the Council’s legal advisors and Transport Scotland regarding the Harbour Revision Order (HRO) which was submitted to Transport Scotland following the Harbour Board on 22 December 2022 when the Harbour Board agreed for the HRO to be progressed. Transport Scotland have asked for some non-material alterations in style and presentation which are being incorporated in the draft.

Scottish Government’s legal team will then review the draft HRO and following any comments from them being addressed, it is intended that a Special Meeting of the Harbour Board will be called to ensure Harbour Board Members are sighted on and approve the final submission prior to this be going out to statutory  consultation.
          

	
 Roads

Footway surfacing at Faslane will be completed next week with crews then moving to complete capital works at Glen Douglas.

The capital footway work at Cardoss is now scheduled to commence week beginning 13th March

Lining work is now all complete for this financial year


Bendarroch Park

We are aware of some concern locally regarding the condition of this playpark. 

Our teams have attended three times now and make running repairs but the site is continuing to suffer from irresponsible behaviour and vandalism. 

We are looking at the latest issues raised and seeing what further reactive repairs can be done. 

It is disappointing when anti-social behaviour has this kind of impact on children and young people enjoying outdoor spaces like play parks. 

This is something we will raise directly with the local Police to see if there is anything they can do to assist. 

If Members have any information on vandals/vandalism that they can pass on to us that would be greatly appreciated. 


Cardross Crematorium

Our colleagues in the Council’s Communications Team have issued a press release following the paper on the crematorium inspection at the Environment, Development and Infrastructure committee yesterday.

This provides a further opportunity to publicise the positive outcome via the local press recognising the teams good work highlighted in this  excellent inspection outcome. 

The cremator itself received its six-monthly service yesterday and no issues were highlighted. 



	
Roads 

As previously advised, we were making arrangements to send the jet patcher vehicle over to Islay to assist with pothole repairs. 

The ferry bookings etc. are now in place and the vehicle will be over next week. 

Members may recall from previous updates that we have some vacancies in the local roads team on Islay, so augmenting that team with the jet patcher and crew will provide additional assistance. 

The team do have a work programme to follow and issues that are reported by members of the public through the usual channels are generally added to that programme.



Port Askaig

The tender is now open for the consultancy work at Port Askaig marshalling area. This is to help facilitate creating more marshalling capacity to accommodate the increased carrying capacity of the new Islay vessels.

The scope includes traffic / passenger interface and a study to confirm the maximum capacity of the area in relation to the new Islay vessel. 





	
Roads 

The team are carrying out extensive drainage improvement works on Cothouse road. 

Work includes installing a new gulley, gulley chamber, grate and associated pipework and will help alleviate flooding in the area.

Drainage improvement work is also being carried out on the Toward loop road which is installing a new gulley frame / refreshing draing materials to also alleviate flooding in that area

Bute 

The team have been improving pathways in the Barone Cemetery whilst also continuing with cyclic maintenance 





Dunoon - Gourock consultation

Results of the public engagement have been received and a copy is attached for your reference

This information will be made available on our website shortly 


	
Weather forecsst

We have a wintry weather forecast for next week meaning our gritters are expected to be deployed in all areas. The long range forecast for the middle of next week is currently predicting road surface temperatures to drop as low as -80 C. These forecasts can often be pessimistic although it would look like being an exceptionally cold spell with some snow. Wrap up warm and take care should you need to travel.

One of the unavoidable outcome from sub-zero temperatures is road surface deterioration due to water freezing, expanding and widening the cracks. When the ice melts or traffic passes over the top it causes the surface to deteriorate. This is called the ‘freeze-thaw’effect.

Any defects should be reported through our online reporting tool on the website  Report It (argyll-bute.gov.uk) 

This is the most efficient way for our officers to keep track of faults and keep the public updated with the progress of repairs 




Burial and cremation service

Across the area over the next couple of weeks we already have 18 burials booked and 22 cremations. 

This is slightly higher figure than we would normally expect but nothing which we can’t accommodate. 


Public convenience door access control project

Earlier this week we had pre-engagement meeting with our preferred contractor for this project. 

Members may recall a recent additional budget allocation from Crown Estates funding to allow us to complete a scheme of 16 new installations which will allow us to charge at our high use facilities. 

The contractor will shortly be undertaking site visits across the area in advance of providing us with their installation programme. 

This is a positive step and we should start to see this infrastructure being rolled out across the area shortly. 


White goods recycling

Members may have seen in the news reports of the tragic fire at the Shore Recycling Centre in Perth. 

We have a contract in place to take the white goods which come through Council civic amenity sites to this facility for onward processing. 

We are working with the provider to look at alternative arrangements. 


Deposit Return Scheme
(DRS)

We have been receiving a few queries on this over the past few weeks due to recent national news coverage. 

We will be issuing some additional information to Members  next week on this and a more comprehensive briefing is also being prepared covering wider council implications from DRS.

The key message is that the Council has no role in administering this scheme and what we intend to do is signpost customers to the various Scottish Government bodies and agencies involved in developing and delivering the scheme. 

Roads Capital Programme 

Following the Budget meeting last week where the capital programme was increased to £8M for 2023/24 and a further £8M for 2024/25 the ED&I Committee yesterday endorsed the programme of works for 2023/24 and this will be issued to Members early next week on an area by area basis.
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