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Please find below a brief update on various key areas of work. Roads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 109: 4th August 

Please let us know if you find these briefings useful and if there is any specific information you would like or alterations to the format. 
The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries. 
You can find details of notable service disruptions on key service areas like bin collections and street lighting on the Council website here.
You can view all member briefings on the website








	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
	All areas

	
Roads updates

The £90,000 job at Claddich Bends on the A819, co-funded through the Strategic Timber Transport Scheme [STTS], has got underway this week. These works are programmed over 25 days and will see earthworks, culvert and carriageway extensions, minor road realignment and a new vehicle safety fence being installed. 

Craignure Pier

We are in the process of preparing a webpage/ storyboard on the history and development of this project which will be a useful online library of information. 

A contract for ground investigations has been awarded, and it is expected works will begin 24th August, and will last for around 4 weeks. 

In order to deliver this important work as quickly as possible, we have agreed, in consultation with CalMac, CMAL and Transport Scotland, that it will be a 24hour operation. 

We have planned these works with the contractor such that we don’t anticipate any planned disruption. 

There was a minor problem with one of the fenders on Wednesday morning which led CalMac to suspending their service. We were able to act quickly to fix the issue by mid-afternoon. 




	
Roads updates 

The scheme at School Road in Rhu has been successfully completed bar the lining, which we are aiming to get in before the schools go back. This scheme has seen almost 1200 square metres of road inlaid. 

Our surfacing works are now moving to Redgauntlet Road between Talisman Crescent and Endrik Wynd – we expect that job to take the whole of next week and run partly into the following week. This is a £30,000 inlay job. Inlay is the removal and replacement of surface over entire width, where levels fixed by kerbs etc. 

Cardross Crematorium

Members will recall a previous inspection at the Crematorium from the Federation of Burial and Cremation Authorities. We are set for a further inspection from the Scottish Government’s Crematorium Inspector. He undertook an initial visit yesterday and the verbal feedback thus far has been very positive. 



	
Roads updates

Due to ongoing issues with ferries our surface dressing works on Islay had to be suspended this week – our contractor was not able to get the bitumen tanker over to the island. 

At this stage it looks like these works may need to be carried forward into next year because the weather window for surface dressing is closing. 

Another joint funded scheme through STTS, the £95,000 project to regulate, surface and widen the A816 at Craobh Haven/ Barrichbeyan is set to begin this coming Monday. 

Regulating is where an additional layer of bituminous surfacing is laid to smooth out any ruts and potholes prior to a new surface layer being added. 

Glenegadale Bridge, Islay

We had previously been successful in securing £597,000 from the Scottish Government’s Local Bridge Maintenance Fund for a full bridge replacement here including a new footway. We are currently looking at a start on site in the New Year. Ahead of this we are arranging a public information/drop in event, which is provisionally set for 3rd October. We’re just in the process of firming up the venue details and will be promoting this widely once the arrangements are confirmed. 

CMAL works at Port Ellen

CMAL are undertaking ground investigation works at Port Ellen, beginning 21st August. 

This is part of work to upgrade Port Ellen to accommodate new ferries.

We’re engaging with CMAL/CalMac if there will be ferry disruption and how this might affect us at Port Askaig. 


	
Roads updates

The team have been progressing this week with an £18,000 footway job at Clyde Street in Kirn, which is programmed to complete next week. 

Footway work has also been ongoing on the southside of the UC28 Ferry Brae, a £6,000 investment. 

Streetlighting 

The £42,000 capital job at St Brides Road is ongoing – this will see 12 columns being replaced and new cabling installed. 

Bute Games

We’ve completed all works in advance of Bute Games including upgrades to the stand, apart from some minor paintwork. These improvements works are being inspected on 9th August with a view to being signed off. 

Strachur cemetery extension

There is no scope to further extend this cemetery in its current location. We employed hydrology and geology experts who mapped out various options for a new cemetery – the prime site is south of Forest View. 

The development of this proposal is at an early stage and we first need to consult with landowners. We have been working with the local community council who have assisted us in tracing land owners/local contacts and are entering discussions now about land access for trial excavations to verify potential lair depth and soil suitability. 

 
	
Playpark consultation

We had a very positive rate of response to our consultation with over 1500 replies, covering all areas and age groups. 

We are analysing these results at the moment ahead of a future report. 

As far as possible we want to produce a tailor-made solution for each play park so provided three general options for each: accessibility; health and safety [for example replacing railings, groundworks etc.] and renewal of equipment – the majority priority for all is for renewing equipment

Burials and cremations

Across the area we have relatively low numbers of bookings for the next couple of weeks – only 14 burials and 10 cremations. 
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