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Please find below a brief update on various key areas of work. Roads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 112: 25th August 

Please let us know if you find these briefings useful and if there is any specific information you would like or alterations to the format. 
The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries. 
You can find details of notable service disruptions on key service areas like bin collections and street lighting on the Council website here.
You can view all member briefings on the website









	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal

	
Accident A85 

There was a serious accident yesterday at the Awe Service Station on the A85 involving one of our school transport vehicles being hit by a tipper truck. 

There was only the driver onboard at the time and, thankfully, she escaped with no serious injuries.

Roads updates

Work continues on the A819 at Cladich.  The image below shows excavation work in preparation of widening the carriageway.

The overlay scheme in Dervaig on Mull has been ongoing this week. Unfortunately we weren’t able to get some materials over to the island as planned yesterday because of ferry issues, which has had a knock on effect with the job, meaning it is likely to run into next week. 

Craignure 

The ground investigation will shortly begin at Craignure for a period of 4 weeks, with a view to being completed around the end of September.

Very positive planning and coordination meetings have taken place between the ferry operators, the contractors and ourselves to ensure there is no planned disruption to the ferry service during these important works. 

Oban Harbour Revision Order (HRO)

The Oban Harbour draft Harbour Revision Order has been the subject of very positive discussions with Transport Scotland, and we have been working very closely with them with the aim of finalising the draft Order that will be presented to the Argyll and Bute Council Harbour Board next week.

If approved, the Harbour Revision Order will be subject of an extensive consultation process over a minimum 42 day period and the Council will continue to work closely with Transport Scotland during that period.


	
Roads updates

Ongoing surfacing work on East King Street and Adelaide Street have progressed well and are scheduled to complete by the middle of next week.

Traffic management preparations are currently being made to assist our crews with the commencement of a number of capital schemes on the B833. 

We will provide a further update once we have a start date.

Using our mixed economy model, outside contractors have been supplementing our workforce to assist with the installation of dropped kerbs in Craigendoran; this work is expected to be complete next week.

Lining 

The lining contractors returned this week to carry out revenue works, including disabled bays and refreshing of existing markings in the Helensburgh area.



Recruitment Event 7th September

We are joining colleagues in Commercial Services in a recruitment event at the Helensburgh and Lomond Civic Centre on 7th September. This event is aimed at anyone who is interested in becoming a bank/casual worker for the Council, with various job roles available. 

If we are able to recruit bank staff this may assist us in periods of staff absence, and will ultimately be more cost effective than using expensive agency staff. 

The event will be promoted widely over the next couple of weeks. 




	
Medieval Kintyre meeting 

Meeting with Historic Environment Scotland (HES) yesterday and community groups to look at options for the Killean Church ruins, Kilchenzie Chapel remains and the Kilkivan Church ruins. 

The community group will be taking the lead on this and exploring various funding streams available through HES; these funds vary depending on costs, urgency and significance of projects. 

Witchburn Road closure

Due to the unforeseen issues with services under Witchburn Road, this element of the Campbeltown Flood Protection Scheme is taking longer than we would have hoped. As a result we’re looking to extend the road closure through an updated traffic order. While these issues are not uncommon once a road is opened up, we know how inconvenient it is to have this road closed – we are working with our contractor and design team to progress these works as quickly as possible and get the road reopened. 


Roads updates

The team are continuing to work on the capital job at the A819 Electric Cottage. 

The jetpatcher is on Colonsay undertaking pothole repairs. 

Over the course of the next couple of weeks we’ll be looking to progress white lining on the recently surface dressed sites. 



	
Roads updates

Surfacing works have completed on both the A886 Rhubodach and the U11 Castle Street, Port Bannatyne.

Work continues in the UC5 Glecknabae.

Revenue patching and general repairs are complete on Bishop Street roundabout and the B881 High Street.

Cowal Games

All fire safety checks and minor repairs have been carried out at the stadium ahead of the Cowal Games this weekend, and work has been ongoing around the town such as weedkilling, litterpicking etc. 

Rothesay Harbour Passenger Access System

The contracted engineers have been on site and repairs to the lift at Rothesay have been completed. 

Now that the lifts are fully operational, we can have the training provider attend to train the required site personnel on Passenger Release. 

We have identified the relevant company to provide that training, and having completed the Council’s Health and Safety approval process, we are just in the process of arranging dates etc. 

Traffic and Development Officer recruitment 

Members will know about the sad loss of our friend and colleague Paul Farrell recently. We are in the process of recruiting to this position and interviews are scheduled for early September. 
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