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Please find below a brief update on various key areas of work. Roads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 99: 26th May 

Please let us know if you find these briefings useful and if there is any specific information you would like or alterations to the format. 
The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries. 
You can find details of notable service disruptions on key service areas like bin collections and street lighting on the Council website here.
You can view all member briefings on the website








	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
	All areas

	
Roads capital programme

Surface dressing preparation is ongoing at various sites across Mull and Lorn.

We have experienced some difficulty in loading materials on to the Mull ferry and two loads were turned away this week. 

This poses a risk to the delivery of our roads reconstruction programme on the islands and we are discussing this with CalMac

Traffic lights, Argyll Square

We are aware of an ongoing sequencing issue with the traffic lights at Argyll Square, Oban.

At present there is a shorter time between pressing the crossing button and the light changing red for the road users than we would like. 

Electricians and engineers have been on site and have advised us that the existing lights need upgraded. We are currently progressing this.

In the interest of pedestrian safety and maintaining a safe crossing space, the lights will remain operational. We ask that road users are patient and allow more time for their journey.

We have placed a notice on our website to advise the public. We have also received press enquiries about it from the Oban Times, which we have responded to. 

Luing Ferry

As advised last week, the Belnahua has completed is dry docking and is now back in operation. 

Planning for next year will be completed soon and will include a required life extension for the 52 year old vessel. 

This will include extensive repairs and major renewal of equipment 







 
	
Roads capital programme

The team commenced pre surface dressing work on the U228 Luss to A82 this week and will be continuing with it next week.

This work is in preparation for the £112,000 surface dressing scheme that has been agreed for this road. 

Helensburgh Pier public recycling point

We are aware of some recent reported issues with the Helensburgh Pier public recycling point – bins blowing around/blowing over and items being scattered across the pier. 

This recycling point is for everyone to use but particularly provides recycling options for residents living in flats opposite the Pier who do not receive a kerbside recycling collection due to the nature and layout of their properties.
It was temporarily relocated to accommodate the Helensburgh Waterfront project.

We are in discussions with colleagues working on that project to see if we can find a better temporary solution until the Waterfront project concludes. 


	
Roads capital programme

Pre surface dressing on the A816 Kilmartin to Carnassarie has progressed well and is expected to finish this week.

Pre surface dressing work will start next week on the B879 Carradale to the C20 Barr Glen.

There have been reports of loose chips on the A847 on Islay following pre surface dressing treatments. 

It can take several weeks for all the chips to fully embed into the road surface and loose chips are normal.

We have placed appropriate signage to warn road users to drive slowly.

Islay Ferry 

Annual servicing and dry docking has been completed on the Eilean Dhuira and the vessel is back in operation.

Port Askaig

Traffic consultants SYSTRA have visited the site and are working on options to maximise the marshalling area in preparation of the new Islay vessel’s arrival.

CMAL are also progressing with the required enabling works for their pier.

MV Alfred 

CalMac have been using an alternative berth for the MV Alfred but options remain in Campbeltown should the need arise subject to availability. 

The vessel has been currently earmarked for freight resilience for Arran. 

Communications around the deployment and berthing restrictions of the vessel are ongoing and positive.
	
Roads capital programme

Work is continuing across Bute and Cowal with preparation for surface dressing at various sites.

Punk on the Peninsula

Members may be aware of difficulties with the organisation of the event. 

The application submitted did not include the required health and safety / risk assessment documents and we were therefore unable to authorise the initial request for the event to go ahead.

Our teams worked hard with the applicant to ensure all the relevant measures were in place to support the event going ahead safely.

We will arrange a debrief afterwards with the event organisers to ensure that they are fully aware of their responsibilities when holding events and the timescales involved. 

Dunoon Ferry project

Ground investigation tender preparations are being completed in anticipation of the confirmation from Transport Scotland that the vessel funding has been secured.

Consultation data is being prepared by our consultants to present a proposed preferred option for each location and bring the outline business case to conclusion. 

All data will be available once it has been analysed.
	
Playpark engagement survey 

After receiving £938,000 to carry out upgrades to some of our existing play park equipment, it was decided that further engagement should be carried out with elected members, community councils, education colleagues and disability forums prior to any funding being distributed.

The engagement survey has gone live on our website and will be open until the 14 July.

Funding is to be split across the 28 play parks in Argyll and Bute, with some requiring more upgrades than others, and we want to hear from the people that use them.

There are two surveys available, one for people with an interest in their local play park and another for young people or those answering on behalf of young people.

Both the surveys can be found here, along with more information on the funding 

Minor bin lorry fire

We had an issue in one area this week where a lithium battery was unknowingly collected as part of a household recycling run. 

The battery, which was probably for something like a household drill, ignited when it was crushed in the hopper. 

Thankfully this must have happened late in the collection route as the team noticed the smoking when they arrived at the waste site to tip, and it was safely dealt with. 

People should not under any circumstances dispose of batteries in their domestic bins – batteries should be recycled at public recycling points or shops which sell batteries, to avoid incidents like this one, which could have been much worse. 

There is advice on what can and can’t go in your household bin on the Council website and we are working with our colleagues in the Comms team on a press release to remind everyone about the potentially serious consequences of not safely recycling their batteries. 
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