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Please find below a brief update on various key areas of work. Roads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 113: 1st September  

Please let us know if you find these briefings useful and if there is any specific information you would like or alterations to the format. 
The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries. 
You can find details of notable service disruptions on key service areas like bin collections and street lighting on the Council website here.
You can view all member briefings on the website








	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
	All areas

	
Roads updates

The capital works on the A816 at Claddich are continuing – these will run for the whole of next week aswell. 

We are also scrub cutting along the B840 as well as the A816. 

On Mull all capital schemes are complete so the focus of the local roads team is on safety defects e.g. potholing. 

Oban Harbour Revision Order (HRO) 

At a meeting of the Argyll and Bute Harbour Board yesterday, councillors approved a draft Harbour Revision Order (HRO) for submission to Transport Scotland, which is the next stage prior to an extensive statutory public consultation process that will invite comments over a 42-day period.

We will announce further details of this formal public consultation soon. 
Following the consultation period, the HRO application will go forward to the Scottish Government for ministers to consider.

More information on this can be found in the Harbour Board report and its appendices which are available here at agenda item 4. 
	
Roads updates 

The resurfacing works at Camsail Road will begin on Monday of next week and last for the full week. 

The jobs at East King Street and Adelaide Street have successfully completed this week. 

Streetlighting 

The capital scheme at Kathleen Park is now complete – the old columns were removed yesterday. 

This was a £42,000 scheme which saw 12 new columns installed along with upgraded cabling. 

The Rosedale Gardens job is moving along – the seven new columns are now in place. Our electrician will attend next week and do the necessary connections then we’ll look to remove the old ones. As well as the column replacements this scheme also includes cabling upgrades. 


	
Roads updates

The jetpatcher is being deployed on Islay next week for routine maintenance works. 

We will also have liners working on the A816 at Kilmartin. 

The capital scheme at Electric Cottage on the A819 is going well at this stage; this is a significant job which the team will be working on for at least the next couple of weeks. 

Next week we will also be working on drainage and shrub cutting/clearance along the A816 up to the OLI boundary to tie in with the Oban team coming in the other direction. 

Campbeltown Flood Protection Scheme (CFPS) 

Before moving on to the next phase of the CFPS works, at Dalaruan Street, our contractor Dawson Wam is looking to hold a pop up information event at Dalintober Primary School on 14th September. We have arranged this to coincide with a pre-planned coffee evening which should ensure a good turnout. 

We will be promoting this event widely next week. 

The event will allow people to come along and meet the project team and discuss the phasing of the works, access arrangements etc. 

You may have already seen some preparatory works going ahead in Dalaruan Street – these are service diversions ahead of the main works which will install significantly improved drainage. 

The road closure at Witchburn Road has been extended into early October to allow those works to complete following the issues encountered with services. 

	
Roads updates

All roads capital works on Bute are now complete. 

We’ll now be looking to get the lining contractors in to line the upgraded roads. 

Streetlighting

The new streetlighting columns are now in place at St Bride’s Road. The civils element of the work will complete next week, following which we will move on to the next streetlighting capital job which is Ladeside Place. 

EV charger installation

The first install as part of the HITRANS FASTER project begins in Rothesay on Wednesday of next week. This will see a new rapid charger, funded through HITRANS, installed at Rothesay Harbour. Once installed and commissioned the charger will come over to us to manage as part of our wider network. This will provide a real improvement to the charging capability on Bute as there is currently no Council-provided rapid charger on the island. 

Traffic and Development Officer post

Interviews are next week for this important role which became vacant due to the sad loss of our friend and colleague Paul Farrell, who many of the local members will have known and worked with over the years. 

We’ll provide a further update on this next week.







	
Community bus fund

We have been advised by the Scottish Government that there is a community bud fund available of £5million across the country. We understand the fund will be targeted at areas of transport deprivation. We are waiting to hear more about this, particularly whether it is to be an allocation or application fund. 

Environment, Development and Infrastructure (EDI) Committee

The EDI committee met yesterday and considered a busy agenda 

We a number of reports up, all of which can be accessed here.

Some highlights include:

2023 winter service policy

Key elements of the policy include making sure there are sufficient numbers of gritters and supplies of salt available, operating an efficient weather forecasting service, ensuring roads are treated quickly and effectively, and warning the travelling public when routes are unsuitable for use due to severe conditions.

Footway improvements 

A £750,000 footway programme was agreed. As well as upgrading the overall surface of footways, the programme will also see the quantity and quality of dropped kerb crossing points improved.

The council allocated the budget across its four administrative areas based on the length the footway network. 

Harbour Board (HB)

The HB also met yesterday, and as well as the paper on the Oban HRO mentioned under the OLI column, members were also presented with a report on the marine asset management plan, which represents a £9.2million investment to support island and rural communities with marine links to the mainland and/or central belt.

The report provides updates on a whole range of works at different sites, and is available here. 
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