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Please find below a brief snapshot of both the huge range of work being undertaken across the area by Roads and Infrastructure staff this week. Roads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 133: 26th January 2024

The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries.
You can view all previous weekly member briefings on the website

	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal

	
Mossfield Stadium vandalism

Mossfield Stadium suffered vandalism over last weekend. 

It appears some of the stand has been burned through people setting a fire, and the stand has also suffered from graffiti.

We are looking at ways to increase security at the site including investigating the option of CCTV. 


Mull surface dressing

There has been areas of chipping loss of the surface dressing works at Glengorm on Mull. We are currently liaising with our contractor regarding this. These issues should be rectified at no cost to the Council. 

Salt delivery

A salt boat delivered 1,200 tonnes to Oban north Pier on Wednesday this week. 
A third of this salt went to BEAR Oban depot and the balance to Oban/ Dalmally Council stores.

An outstanding order remains in the programme for a further 1,200 tonne boat, shared between Mull and either Oban / Islay depending on the result of stock reconciliation data w/e 26th Jan.


Lochavullin carpark flooding 

We have in place an additional pump to assist with the flooding issues at Lochavullin in Oban, as well as looking at putting the existing pumps on plinths. 

Luing Ferry

Following a participation request from Luing Community Council, we arranged a drop in meeting on Tuesday (via teams due to the weather) to discuss the ferry timetable and for any questions to be asked.  Part of this request was to run a questionnaire (working with Luing Community Council) on thoughts on the timetable and what the future for transport on and off the island might be.  This is due back in 2 weeks’ time with the feedback being looked at to see if adjustments can be made to the timetable.
In conjunction with this we are also looking at longer terms options with the community.  

Ganavan toilet 

We are liaising with our property maintenance term contractor to progress the necessary repairs in order to reopen the facility following the recent issues with frozen/ burst pipes. 

Glengorm recycling centre

Following the previous restriction in service over lunchtime, we have been able to re-open the facility fully as normal. 

	
TIgh Dearg Road and School Road

We have progressed with culvert clearances and further drainage works in Kilcreggan following issues earlier in the week. 

Lomond North members would have been copied into a detailed communication which went to residents last night. Going forward we’ll be issuing these each Thursday until the flood alleviation scheme concludes. 
Storm damage

There were trees down on the A814 Glen Douglas and on the A817 Haul Road earlier in the week which our teams attended to. 

Glen Fruin

The Glen Fruin road is still closed due to an oil leak from the Petro Ineos pipeline.  We do not yet have a confirmed date for re-opening. 

Kilcreggan marine infrastructure consultation 

Our current understanding is that no decisions have yet been made by the Scottish Government/Transport Scotland on the vessel replacement programme, therefore, Argyll and Bute Council has no work progressing on the project at present.

In terms of the consultation, its findings, and the next steps for our infrastructure, we cannot move forward until we know what the intentions are with the wider programme.

Once that project restarts, depending on the time that has passed and/or any changes in the vessel plans, it seems likely that we will revisit this consultation with further public engagement.

We continue to liaise with Transport Scotland regarding this and other marine infrastructure projects, and will let you know when we are advised that the project is restarting.

Cardross Crematorium

We are looking to alter the process for undertakers booking slots at Cardross Crematorium. We are now asking them to complete the necessary paperwork 48hours in advance rather than the current 24hours. 

This will build in time to address any issues and should lead to a smoother flow of events for grieving families. 
	
Tayinloan Pier

Contractors are continuing with repair work to reinstate decking boards at Tayinloan Pier to bring the walk way back to a safe standard. These should be complete next week subject to the delivery of materials. 

The dive survey was completed yesterday which confirmed no seabed obstructions g from the storm damage. 
This has been communicated with Calmac and the ferry service continues to operate from the slipway.

To confirm, there has been no damage to the berthing front or slip way.

Roads

Mid Argyll – A819 Electric Cottage Capital Scheme ongoing, along with jetpatcher works.

Islay – Bruichladdich footway starting next week.

The Kintyre team have mostly been on reactionary winter duties & flooding works over the last couple of stormy weeks, with some operatives assisting on A819 Capital Works and also with some civils works to support streetlighting repairs in and around Campbeltown. 

Next week, weather permitting, the team hope to start on the Tomaig Road capital footway work.


	
Roads

In Bute the team have been dealing with storm damage throughout the island   (trees, flooding and drainage).  

In Cowal the team have also been dealing with storm damage (trees, drainage, ditching and culverts A815) as well as undertaking scrub cutting along the A815. The jetpatcher is also working in and around West Cowal. 

Due to the weather conditions we were unable to recommence with the capital footway schemes as was hoped, however we will try again next week.

B828 Glen Mhor

Forest and Land Scotland continue to work with specialist contractors to remove the boulders. However, recent storm conditions have resulted in delays that mean the likely completion date – weather permitting – will be 10th February.

Street lighting 

Kilchattan Bay street lighting project is continuing and should conclude shortly. 

Public convenience door access control project

Subject to final on-site checks on Monday, the new door access control system should go live in Cowal early next week. If this goes well we will then look to activate the systems in other areas before moving on to the next phase of installations. 
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