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Please find below a brief snapshot of both the huge range of work being undertaken across the area by Roads and Infrastructure staff this week. Roads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
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The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries.
You can view all previous weekly member briefings on the website

	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
	All/multiple areas

	
Roads 

This week we have been progressing with capital works in the Glencruitten area and on the A819 Claddich Bends.

We’re hopeful of completing on the A819 next week, and the works on the C32 Glencruitten will continue.

We’ve also been doing scrub clearance on the C29 and in the North Shian area. 

On Mull we’ve been working on various layby and passing place improvements across the island.

Lismore cemetery extension

We are in the process of finalising land access agreements with the Church of Scotland and other landowners. At present we are planning to begin extension works around the end of May, and complete these around the end of June. 

Oban Harbour Revision Order

Since the closing date we have been liaising with Transport Scotland to collate the representations received and are working towards consolidating the correspondence and having a breakdown of the topics and initial analysis available for Members as soon as possible.

It is very positive that there has been clear engagement and we would like to thank everyone who took the time to participate in this process.

126 representations were logged by Transport Scotland from non-statutory consultees relating to the HRO. Not all referenced issues specifically concerned with the Draft Order and some referred to more than one issue in varying degrees of detail.

Correspondence was received from 110 individuals independently or with group associations.

Each representation will receive a response from officers and where there is an objection, we will ask whether they wish to withdraw that objection. Although there is no set timescale for this we will commence as soon as we have completed consolidating the correspondence.


Oban Oil Spill

Members may be aware there was an oil spill in Oban Bay from the NLB berthing area. The joint response highlighted the close cooperation which exists between the operational partners in the Bay.
Our staff deployed booms around the pontoon area at the North Pier. A small amount of residue remains and is contained. This will be monitored over the weekend as it dissipates.

	
Roads

Capital footway works are continuing in the Colgrain area of Helensburgh. 

Public glass recycling point Cardross

We are currently exploring options to provide a public glass recycling point at a convenient central location in the village. A recent review of the provision highlighted a gap in the service in this area. 

Kilcreggan flood alleviation scheme

We issued the second of our regular resident briefings on this yesterday – the feedback on this has been positive so far. 

The project is progressing well, and the recent works to culverts nearby has reportedly worked well, with no surface water running down Tigh Dearg Road in the heavy rain on Wednesday.  

In terms of responsibilities, individuals with a watercourse within the boundary of their property, including piped watercourses, have what is are called ‘riparian’ responsibilities. Riparian owners must allow the unrestricted flow of water through their property and must maintain and keep watercourses clear of obstructions that are liable to pose a risk of flooding. Landowners are responsible for the provision and maintenance of private flood defence and drainage systems on their land.

Glen Fruin Road

This road remains closed while Petroineos continue to deal with the leak. 

Local access is still available. 


	
Roads 

In Kintyre our operatives have started work on the Capital footway job along Tomaig Road in Campbeltown.  

We have a machine patching job coming soon, for the Killoenan Road, after a culvert overtopped and washed carriageway, damaging surface.

We are also continuing to work on the edge strengthening element of the capital job at Electric Cottage on the A819. 

Brackley Cemetery

We are progressing an agreement with the landowner for the agreed upgrade works. The land agreement discussions are ongoing – hopefully we will reach an agreement shortly. 

Burnside Open Day and consultation

The consultation is going live on the website today, and there is an Open Day planned at the Town Hall from 3pm to 8pm on Monday 19th February. 

We have made several improvements and it is now moving to the next stage of work, which is to seek feedback from the public about the finer details.

For example, one of the things people have said they would like in the square is outdoor electrical points for events, so ducting has been installed. Now, anyone with experience of hosting events in the area is being invited to formally provide feedback on how they would use these electrical points to ensure they meet the technical requirements as far as possible. This follows on from informal engagement over the course of 2023.

Bengullion Road public recycling point, Campbeltown

Following a review of the current location, and considering that the site has suffered from anti-social behaviour, we are looking to move this point to Kintyre Park next week. We’ll monitor how the bins are used in the new location.
	
Roads 

The Bute team have commenced capital footway work at Marine Road, Port Bannatyne. 

In Cowal we commenced capital footway work in Edward Street, Dunoon. 

The jetpatcher has also been out as weather permits in Colintraive, Glenmassan and Ardentinny areas. 

We have been undertaking culvert works on A815 Loch Eck and we’ve also had the tractor and flail reducing scrub on the A815, Strachur, as well as doing some ditching works along the B8000 Strathlachlan. 

B828 Glen Mhor

Forestry and Land Scotland used explosives to smash the precarious rocks which were causing concern. Some site tidying and arrangement of the rock fragments then took place and the road has now safely re-opened.  


Dunoon Link Span

We met our engineers on site yesterday to discuss ongoing pressure monitoring and testing as replacement parts are fitted over the coming weeks.
The infrastructure remains operational for link with Gourock as modifications are carried out.




	
Public convenience door access project

The new systems were activated in Cowal on Monday. There have been a couple of glitches but the contractor is back on site this afternoon to rectify these. We met the contractor in Mid Argyll this morning and performed final checks with a view to activating those systems on Tuesday. 

We’ll then look to activate the one in Helensburgh later next week and complete the snagging works on Bute. Subject to successful completion of this first phase we’ll then look to progress through the remaining sites across the Council area.

New rapid EV chargers

Eight new rapid electric vehicle chargers are now in place across Argyll and Bute:

· Two at Dunoon Coal Pier;
· Two at Rothesay Pier;
· One at Tarbert Harbour;
· One at Ledaig Car Park, Mull; and
· Two at Corran Halls Public Car Park, Oban.

The funding, of around £370,000, came via the HiTRANS FASTER project, which is supported by the European Union’s INTERREG VA Programme and managed by the Special EU Programmes Body.

This joint piece of work, covering Scotland, Ireland and Northern Ireland, supports the overarching ambition to transition to low-carbon transport systems.

Weather

Our teams across the area were working through debris clearance etc earlier this week after the stormy weather. The tail end of the week has been milder but the forecast is for temperatures now to drop, so our attention will turn to winter maintenance services to keep Argyll and Bute moving next week. 
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