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Please find below a brief snapshot of the huge range of work being undertaken across the area by Roads and Infrastructure staff this week. Roads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 147: 3rd May 2024 

The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries.
You can view all previous weekly member briefings on the website
	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
	All areas


	
A828 road closure

The A828 near Oban Airport was closed yesterday afternoon because of a fire in a field adjacent to the road. 

This meant that we were unable to transport some children from Lochnell Primary School home as the bus could not get to the school (the bus is based in Oban). These pupils were collected by their parents.

Oban High School pupils who live north of the Connel Bridge held on at the school and their parents collected them later in the evening when the road reopened. 

We have communication processes in place for these sort of incidents, which involve using the Education text message system.  

Roads updates

In Lorn we are moving through our capital schemes with the U23 Craig Road and the U28 Achnacloich Road getting underway next week. We’ve completed the C29 Loch Avich this week. 

We’ve also completed the capital surfacing works on Coll and Tiree

Streetlighting

We are continuing to make good progress with the significant streetlighting capital job in and around Nant Drive. This will be ongoing for several weeks. 

New bin lorry, Mull
We have some ongoing challenges securing ferry bookings to get the new lorry onto the island and into service and the older vehicle off. We are chasing this up daily and hope to have a ferry booking soon. 







	
Roads updates 

The pre surface dressing patching work has completed in and around Arrochar. 

Next week we will be moving on to Loch Long between Glentress and Glen Mallan for further patching works. 

There may be some travel disruption as we will need to have traffic control in place.

The works at Whistlefield have progressed this week and will continue into next week. 

Arrochar car parks

Last weekend we issued 39 penalty charge notices (PCNs) in the Glen Loin 2 car park which is quite a high number. This was mainly down to how busy the area was. 

Luss traffic regulation order

We are issuing relatively few PCNs in Luss which would suggest that people are understanding and complying with the new arrangements. 

We had lining contractors in last weekend burning off lines and looking to progress the new lining as soon as there is a weather window. 

	
Roads updates

The scheme at Woodside in Carradale has made good progress with the kerbing all now complete. We will be progressing with the surfacing next week. 

The team are continuing to work on the capital job at Electric Cottage on the A819.

We have also been progressing lay by improvements on Lossit Road in Kintyre and undertaking patching works in and around Tarbert and Kilberry. 

Capping works Gartbreck

We have awarded a contract for capping works at Gartbreck. This involves covering a section of the site to prevent rainwater from getting into the landfilled material and stops gas escaping. 

There is a five week lead time for the clay liner to come from Germany. 

The site will continue to work as normal during the works. 

Recycling haulage contract Islay

The current contract for this service is up shortly and we are working with Procurement colleagues to re-tender. 

The recyclate from the island is taken to various different offtakers in the Central Belt. 

Islay – Jura ferry

The normal ferry returned to service as of 6pm on Sunday night and is operating as normal, with the relief vessel MV James heading back to Ireland. 

Port Askaig ferry works

We are looking at options around the 489 bus service to ensure we tie in services with whatever the revised ferry arrangements are around the CMAL improvement works. 

Public convenience door access project

Unfortunately there have been further issues with the new entry system at Ardrishaig – the contractor is attending again on Monday. The Lochgilphead and Inveraray sites don’t seem to be affected. 
	
Bus shelters

We have a meeting on Thursday with our contractor to look at bus shelter issues in this area. We are looking to repair a lot of the shelters in the area, and we are looking at new shelters in Toward and Innellan. 

While this meeting is to physically look at certain sites in this area, we will also be discussing other works across Argyll and Bute. 
Roads updates

We are progressing with capital surfacing works A844 Miekle Kilmory and Stuarthall sites. 

We’ve also been doing preparatory works on the capital schemes at Loch Ascog Road and doing a disabled bay at Battery Place. 

The jetpatcher is continuing to work on the C9 Whistlefield to Ardentinny. We are also progressing   verge strengthening on the A880 Kilmun. 

Cemetery extension

We’ve been working on drainage improvements at Cowal Cemetery to facilitate extension works.

Public convenience door access project

The new door system at Port Bannatyne was activated earlier this week but is not operating as expected so we have had to deactivate it again as of this morning. We have flagged this to the contractor and waiting on a timescale for them to attend. The other sites in this area (Colintraive, Tighnabruaich, Glenmorag and Sandbank) are operating as they should.    
	
Play equipment inspection training 

We’ve had staff away this week on playpark inspection training to provide additional resilience across the team. 

Each of our playparks are inspected weekly, with a more in depth inspection quarterly, and any issues/defects identified through that process
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