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Please find below a brief snapshot of the huge range of work being undertaken across the area by Roads and Infrastructure staff this week. Roads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 149: 17th May 2024 

The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries.
You can view all previous weekly member briefings on the website
	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal

	
Roads updates

This week we completed capital works on Old Shore Road in Connel and road repairs on Luing. 

Next week we’ll move on to capital jobs at Glencruitten Road and Achavaich Road. The team on Mull have been working on lay by improvements in the Lochbuie area, which will continue into next week. 

Streetlighting

The Nant Drive capital scheme is making good progress – the contractor is tidying up the area they’ve been working in today with a view to surfacing works going ahead next week. Once this area is surfaced we’ll move on to further excavations for the remaining new columns. 

Craignure ground investigations

The contractor is finishing the last of the marine bore holes today before moving on to the landside areas next week. 









	
Roads updates 

The pre surface dressing patching on the A814 north of the Base has progressed this week, along with gully emptying in and around Helensburgh 

Blackhill civic amenity site road traffic accident

Earlier in the week there was a road traffic accident where a car going to turn into the civic amenity site was shunted by a van behind it, causing it to jump forward and crash into the fence next to the gatepost. Thankfully nobody was injured. There is a fair bit of damage to the fencing – we’re effected a temporary repair and are engaging with the property maintenance term contractor about a permanent repair. 

Tigh Dearg Road flood alleviation scheme 

Our new contractor GeoRope are still intending to mobilise to site 20th May to begin works at the B833 end. As part of this work they will be operating traffic lights. 


	
Jock’s Boat playpark

The replacement items for the damaged equipment at Jock’s Boat playpark in Campbeltown have arrived. We’ll look to install these over the next couple of weeks, which will lead to a welcome improvement. 

Roads updates

The job at Woodside in Carradale is continuing along with the ongoing capital scheme at Electric Cottage on the A819. 

The jetpatcher has been working in and around Campbeltown this week, and our teams on Islay have been repairing potholes and undertaking patching around School Street in Bowmore. Our bridge team have been working on bridge repairs in and around Kilmartin on the A816.

Inveraray war memorial 

We’ve received a few queries about this, this week and there has been some media interest in its condition. This is not a war memorial which is owned, managed or maintained by the Council. We understand it has previously been looked after by volunteers. 

Burnside Square planters

We have a meeting provisionally arranged for the middle of next week with local groups who have expressed an interest in using the new planters.

C30 Kilmaha 

The works on the C30 are scheduled to complete in the next week or so, with the road then being able to be re-opened. 

Members may have noticed the extended traffic order coming through for these works – it is normal practice to set the dates for these sort of orders for much longer than the expected duration of the works. This is to allow for any delays or issues with the works and negate the need to re-advertise a new order. 

Claoniag landslip – works starting next week 

Our contractor will be mobilising to site on Monday to begin works. The scheme is expected to last until September and will include:

· Lower slope works including clearance and rock armour works at the river bank.
· Temporary works including site through traffic access and upslope excavations.
· Permanent works including realignment and reconstruction of some 120 metres of road and associated drainage, embankment strengthening, and formation of verges and ditches.
· Safe removal and disposal of large quantities of excavated soils during embankment strengthening.

The road will remain open for use under traffic management, with the exception of some overnight closures required for road crossings of pipes. The timings of any closures are to be confirmed but these will be kept to a minimum and notified well in advance. The contractor will be on site during these closures and will manage access. 

 


	
New rapid EV chargers at Rothesay Harbour

While in the area doing road markings, our lining contractor will be re-lining the parking area at the harbour where the new chargers have been installed. Members may recall the old layout had the disabled bays where the chargers are – this is being swapped round and the disabled bays will now be opposite the chargers.

Roads updates

This week we’ve completed three capital schemes on Bute along the A886 - Meikle, Kilmory and Stuarthall.

We’ve also been doing capital prep works on the A886 Glendaruel around Dunans and at the Leanach. This includes machine patching and ditching etc. Once this is complete we’ll move on to surfacing.  

Rothesay Harbour improvement works

We have appointed Shearwater Marine to undertake just under £2million of stabilisation works at Rothesay Harbour. 

These works will accommodate larger, more powerful vessels than the original pier is able to manage. 

The works will include:

· Constructing a toe (retaining) wall at the base of the original wall to provide stability to the main harbour structure. This will extend 143m from the eastern edge of the harbour wall to the overnight ferry berth.
· The toe wall will prevent any potential sliding or further loss of fine materials from the sea bed behind the original wall.
· Repair to the surface of the harbour where there has been visible settlement.

This new work builds on previous investment at the harbour to minimise scour and so mitigate damage caused by vessels over the years. Scour is when the seabed is dug out by vessels moving the water and creating channels against the harbour wall. We fitted a wavescreen which prevents vessels moving the water and creating scour and so protects the harbour wall. Since the wavescreen was fitted, we have seen a notable reduction of settlement on the top of the harbour wall.
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