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Please find below a brief snapshot of the huge range of work being undertaken across the area by Roads and Infrastructure staff this week. Roads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 150: 24th May 2024 

The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries.
You can view all previous weekly member briefings on the website
	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
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Roads updates

By close of play today we will have finished two capital schemes – the U22 Achavaich Road and he C32 Glencruitten Road. 

The team have also been continuing to work through passing place improvements on Mull. What this involves is essentially formalising areas used as informal passing places by putting down a surface and squaring/angling them off. We are also extending some existing formal passing places. 

Next week we will move on to the capital job at the U16 Laurel Road in Oban. We will also be progressing a road realignment at Glen Orchy.



Craignure ground investigations

Unfortunately the ground investigations were delayed as a result of administrative issues with Marine Scotland, however work recommenced mid week and is expected to complete this weekend.

The contractor is still intending to carry out bore holes at the same shoreside locations, however; they need to slightly alter their approach to doing this because of the conditions. This means we need to update the current licence with Marine Scotland – we have submitted the paperwork and payments for this but there appears to be a delay as they review. Our view is that this is a non-material change – we are engaging with them to get this consent as soon as reasonably practical. Unfortunately the consequence of this is further costs to the Council because of the delays. 

Belnahua ferry

This is currently in the shipyard for maintenance. The vessel is having some steelwork replaced and the feedback from the shipyard is that this could extend its life by another 10 years. This is extra work over and above normal maintenance but well worth it. 







	
Helensburgh Pier toilets

Unfortunately, since the introduction of the skate park on the former leisure centre site we have seen an increase in anti-social behaviour and littering, which is creating additional demands for our teams. 

We are also seeing the toilets being regularly abused. In addition to the type of abuse you might think of, someone had damaged the locking mechanism for the new access control system – they appear to have used a screwdriver or chisel to try to remove the entire locking system. As a result we had to open up the toilets until the contractor could come and replace the mechanism. As of this morning they are operating normally again and taking payment 

Roads updates

We are continuing to progress with pre surface dressing prep works on the A814. We are also undertaking repairs to a culvert on the A814 just north of the junction to the old council office at Blairvadich. There have been ongoing flooding issues at this location – these works will make a significant difference. We are expecting to complete this job next week. 


Tigh Dearg Road flood alleviation scheme 

Our new contractor GeoRope mobilised to site on Monday. They set up traffic management on Shore Road and have commenced works to the outfall at the shore side. 

The temporary surface and lighting remains in place at Tigh Dearg Road itself, and continues to be in an acceptable condition and is allowing for safe access.   




 


	
Jock’s Boat playpark

Following last week’s update, just a short note to advise the new items will be installed next week.

Kilkerran Cemetery entrance

We surfaced the cemetery entrance this week. 

Roads updates

The job at Woodside in Carradale is continuing along with the ongoing capital scheme at Electric Cottage on the A819. 
We have also been doing pre surface dressing works on the C30 at Ford this week, and patching in and around Tomaig Road in Campbeltown. 

The jetpatcher will be working in Kintyre next week and as part of that works programme will go to Gigha for a day to repair defects on the island.

Burnside Square planters

The meeting mentioned in last week’s briefing has had to be rescheduled. There is a meeting with local members this coming Wednesday to discuss the Square, planters, use of local businesses etc., and we’re hoping to tie in with the community groups regarding the planters the same day. 

Claoniag landslip – works underway

The contractor mobilised to site on Monday and began preparatory works. At this early stage they have set up traffic management and undertaken site set-up works, as well as started to clear areas on the lower slope for the scour protection which will be installed later in the project.  


 


	
Roads updates

This week we have completed a capital scheme on the A886 at Ardnachuple. The jetpatcher has been out doing pre surface dressing prep works on the A815 at Loch Eck/ The Coylet. 

We’ve also been installing new directional signage on the A815 north of St Catherine’s, as well as continuing the capital prep works on the A886 at the Leanach and Dunans. 

Our lining contractor was on Bute this week doing a mini roundabout and the Albert Pier coach bays, and our own lining trailer was out in Dunoon doing disabled bays and advisory driveway markings known as H-bars. 

At the moment we are planning to have the contractor back for machine lining (carriageway markings) in June. 

Argyll Rally

We are receiving a significant volume of correspondence, complaints, FoIs etc. about the Argyll Rally particularly the section along the B8000. Members may have seen some of this correspondence. We are working through this, and officers are continuing to engage with the rally organisers and the local community in writing and by attending meetings, sometimes in the evenings. 

The Traffic Order in support of the event, which runs over 21 and 22 June, has now been published and is available here. 

As with all road closures, access will be maintained via the event organisers for emergency services vehicles. 


	
Bedding plants

We have had a delivery of bedding plants to the Kilmory Nursery, and these are in the process of being distributed to the different areas for planting out. 

Culvert and gully checks

Whenever there is wet weather forecast our teams go out and check gullies and culverts which are known to flood/have caused issues in the past and ensure they are clear and running well. 

This gives us the best chance of managing any issues from wet weather and ensures we are on the front foot. Across all areas our teams were doing this, this week and as a result there were no particular issues from the wet weather.
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