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Please find below a brief snapshot of the huge range of work being undertaken across the area by Roads and Infrastructure staff this week. Roads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 152:  7th June 2024 

The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries.
You can view all previous weekly member briefings on the website
	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
	All areas

	
Roads updates

This week our team have been progressing with capital works on Colonsay, which will last into next week aswell. The jetpatcher is also on the island assisting with the works. 

We’ve also been doing roadside grass cutting, with the focus this week being along the A816, in and around Dalmally and at Oban Airport, and pothole repairs in Oban town. 

Atlantis play park

We have placed orders for new gates at Atlantis playpark, as the current damaged ones cannot be repaired. We have also arranged the yearly in-depth inspection from our external provider on the whole playpark. The provider will also provide training to our own staff on playpark inspections. 

Streetlighting capital scheme 

This project continues to make good progress – we have completed column installations down to Ure Drive. The next phase will be Creran Gardens, then Orchy Gardens. 

Oban charity day

There was an issue with the set-up of the charity day where scaffolding was erected on the public footway the night before, preventing people from safely using the footway. This is something we will pick up in a debrief. Overall the event went smoothly and the arrangements for waste and litter picking worked well. 









	
Roads updates

The focus of works this week has been on roadside verge cutting along the A818 and on the Faslane bypass route. We’ll be moving on to the A814 next week. 

The team have also been working on safety defects in and around Helensburgh town, as well as erecting new signs for the restricted parking zone (RPZ).


Tigh Dearg Road

Following the update last week our contractor has confirmed that the works on Shore Road will shift to the opposite lane on Monday 17th June. This will mean Tigh Dearg Road itself will be blocked, but emergency access will be maintained to properties affected.

The concrete works to create the outfall are now complete, with the next stage being the installation of rock armour and new sewer manholes. 

The format of the drop in meetings have now changed from fortnightly to monthly, with these now being the last Wednesday of each month from 10am to 12pm.

 














 


	
Roads updates

Roadside verge grass cutting continues across all areas this week, as well as the capital scheme at the Crinan loop road. The works this week have focussed on edge strengthening following the drainage works last week. 

We have had a crew on Gigha this week doing safety defects (potholes), and have been installing a new filter drain on the Lossit road.  

Inveraray public convenience

The new door system has been working well across all installations but unfortunately a small issue has developed at Inveraray. We are waiting on the contractor to attend which should be early next week. For the moment we’ve set Inveraray to free. All other sites are working normally and taking income as expected. 

Claonaig landslip works

Current operations on site include:

· Traffic management
· Site compound and environmental barrier set up
· Clearance of areas for the planned scour protection works on the lower slope – this is substantially complete
· Access arrangements to the scour protection site from the B8001 are now substantially complete




 


	
Roads updates

This week our team have been focussing on grass cutting along the A886 at Dunans, as well as doing pre surface dressing works at the same location. 

We’ve also been on culvert repairs at Ardentinny, dropped kerbs in Dunoon town and works with the jetpatcher in and around Dunoon and also in Colintraive. 

Resources on Bute

For the last few weeks we’ve been running with at times six, seven and eight absences and vacancies in our team on Bute, which is having a knock on effect particularly on grass cutting. 

Sometimes the lack of availability of staff means that we have to divert our limited resources elsewhere to focus on statutory duties like waste collection and burying the dead. We make every effort to catch up with any outstanding works as and when we can. 

	
Bus shelters

Following engagement with our bus shelter contractor we have now received quotes for repairs at various sites across the area. We are working through these returns now and looking to place orders shortly and confirm timescales. 

We have also successfully recruited to a vacant technician’s post, and the new recruit will be starting in the next few weeks. Part of their role will be monitoring and managing bus shelters. 

Roadside grass cutting

As well as the updates on where we are doing grass cutting, we’ve included below some information on how and why we do it. 

The budget allows for a first summer cut of a one metre swathe from the edge of the carriageway plus any sightlines across our whole road network. 

Later in the year (August/September) we do a reduced second cut on principal/priority routes only, plus any sightline works. 

The priority network for secondary treatments are the strategic mainland and island A class roads and other A and B class roads carrying most traffic between centres of population.


To prevent the spread of any invasive weeds like Japanese Knotweed all routes are inspected and marked off as required prior to cutting operations. 

We do this work to ensure that vegetation does not restrict visibility. This enhances road safety while also allowing pedestrians to step off the carriageway on narrow roads and avoid approaching traffic. Cutting the roadside verges also reduces vegetation encroaching into the road edge which could narrow the available road width.
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