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Please find below a brief snapshot of the huge range of work being undertaken across the area by Roads and Infrastructure staff this week.Roads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 163:  23rd August 2024 

 
The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries.

You can view all previous weekly member briefings on the website

	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
	All areas

	
Roads updates

The team are progressing pothole repairs in Dalmally and on Lismore this week, as well as working on the road widening scheme at Blaran on the A819

Mull Capital works 

Capital surfacing works on the B8073 at Balligowan began on Monday, but progress has been intermittent due to this week's weather conditions. 

On Tuesday, the team plans to move further along the B8073 towards the Calgary area to continue the surfacing work. 

Gulley Cleaning 

We are hoping to have the gulley motor on Mull next week to carry out gulley cleaning on the island

Belnahua ferry – double rescue mission


On Tuesday the crew that operate the Luing ferry (Belnahua) responded to an SOS for a small motorboat that had lost it’s steering and was drifting towards the rocks.

The crew acted quickly and were able to prevent the boat from hitting the rocks which then enabled a fishing boat to bring it to safety.

The same day the crew also assisted in safely rescuing a fisherman that had fallen in to the water.

This double rescue mission highlights the crews professionalism and has been widely praised in the community.
	
Roads updates 

Resurfacing works on the A817 Haul Road and Whistlefield roundabouts are now complete. 

Next week the team will be commencing capital resurfacing jobs on both Shore Road and Kirk Brae in Shandon.

Kirk Brae is set to receive a capital investment of approximately £33,000 for road surface improvements.

Additionally, Shore Road leading to Helensburgh will benefit from an investment of around £90,000 to enhance the road surface.


B833 safety barriers

The replacement crash barrier at Dalandhui on the B833 have now been installed.


Tigh Dearg Road

The contractor has successfully installed the new foul line and the associated manhole up to the corner near The Coach House. They are currently in the process of replacing a surface water manhole located at the corner between The Coach House and Shiemara.

Unfortunately, due to the inclement weather experienced over the past week, along with the additional corrective work required for the manhole replacement, the switch-over date initially planned for Friday, the 13th, is likely to be slightly delayed. We will keep you updated on the revised date as soon as it is confirmed.

This week, the new kerbing and associated foundations continue to be laid from Shore Road to the corner near The Coach House.


	
Roads updates

The capital inlay scheme at Crosshill is scheduled to complete this week.

The capital scheme that is currently ongoing on Tomaig road is scheduled to complete by Monday, weather permitting.

Capital surfacing work that was due to commence on the C12 Glen Road, South of Barr Farm next week and at Bowmore the following week have been postponed by one week.



Campbeltown Linkspan

The cylinder overhaul program at Campbeltown has begun. 
Since the ferry service won't be running this year and the Harbour Master confirmed no bookings needing the linkspan, it makes sense to remove all four cylinders at once. 

This would maximise downtime, potentially shorten the overall project duration, and reduce costs related to removal, installation, transportation, and crane usage. 

By doing all the work in a single 4-6 week period (or 8-10 weeks if there’s major damage), future disruption when ferry services resume would be avoided.


Cairnbaan Traffic Regulation Order (TRO)

The consultation periods for the proposed TRO are progressing,

Consultation Period 1 & 2: This phase, focusing on input from statutory consultees, elected members, community councils, and other relevant services, concludes tomorrow, 24th August 2024.

Consultation Period 3: The public consultation phase is scheduled to begin by the end of next week, on 30th August 2024. 

We invite all members of the public to share their feedback during this period.













	
Roads updates
 
On Bute we have been carrying out road safety signage installations at Rhubodach as well as the roadmaster carrying out defect repairs along the A844.

We have been carrying out culvert checks prior to the weather warning.

The team have also been carrying out repairs to broken slabs on the footway of Montague Street.


Capital surfacing work has commenced on the A886 Strachur Bay and is expected to complete at the start of next week.


Dunoon Stadium

Due to the unfavourable weather forecast this week, grass cutting was suspended, and the team was redeployed to assist with essential painting work at Dunoon Stadium, thereby reducing the need for external contractors and lowering overall costs

 
	
Pavement Parking 

The council has agreed to enforce prohibitions under the Transport (Scotland) Act 2019 related to pavement parking, parking at dropped kerbs, and double parking, with enforcement beginning once the necessary system upgrades are completed, expected before the end of 2024. 

Additionally, two new warden positions will be created—one for Mid Argyll, Kintyre, and the Islands, and another for Helensburgh and Lomond—to support the enforcement of these new rules and enhance the existing Decriminalised Parking Enforcement (DPE) regime. 

Efforts are underway to implement both measures, with the goal of starting enforcement before the end of 2024.



Lining work 	Comment by Alderson, Anna: Not sure of you want to put this in or not but getting asked a bit about it 


We are aware of the outstanding lining works that need to be completed across all areas. 

Unfortunately, the completion of these tasks is highly dependent on suitable weather conditions. This year, adverse weather patterns have significantly impacted our ability to secure the necessary commitments from our contractors which is causing the delay.
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