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Please find below a brief snapshot of the huge range of work being undertaken across the area by Roads and Infrastructure staff this week.Roads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 164: 30th August 2024 

 
The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries.

You can view all previous weekly member briefings on the website

	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal

	
Roads updates

The main focus for our Oban roads team this week continues to be the significant capital scheme on the A819 at Blaran. This is an important investment in a key strategic route. The current works should complete around the end of September. 

On Mull we are progressing capital works around the Calgary Bay area

Oban Highland Games

Our teams supported this event last week with waste collections, litter picking etc. 

We have received some complaints about traffic issues as a result of the traffic management deployed on the public road by the organisers. This is not something that was agreed by the Council in advance, but rather something the group took forward themselves. This is something we will pick up with them directly to avoid a repeat next year.  
	
Roads updates 

The team are working on Shore Road and Kirk Brae in Shandon this week. These schemes have a combined value of just under £125,000.

Safety barriers

Our safety barrier contractor has now moved on to work on the barriers in the Clynder area. 

Flooding A814, Blairvadach

There has been more flooding across the carriageway of the A814 near the old council office at Blairvadach this week. This is something we are very much aware of and a solution for a new culvert/new drainage is being designed.  

Green Flag Award for Hermitage Park 

Hermitage Park has once again been granted a Green Flag Award. This is an international mark of quality for parks and open spaces. 

The description on the Green Flag website of the park is:

The park has recently been redeveloped and restored with the aid of the National Lottery Heritage Fund. Ongoing collaborative projects with our community, and a volunteer and activities programme, continue to help us to bring people together to make the park a vibrant community asset. By ‘growing our park together’ the park will continue to be a well-used and loved community space.

Tigh Dearg Road

The works on the flood alleviation scheme at Tigh Dearg Road are continuing to make good progress up the road itself while also progressing the new foul water sewer and the surface water drainage. The latter element has involved new kerb foundations and kerbing ahead of surfacing scheduled for this weekend. 


	
A816 landslip south of Ardfern

We are progressing with plans to re-open one lane of the original A816 at the landslip site south of Ardfern. 

Moving traffic back on to the A816 will allow the necessary steps to be taken to upgrade the bypass road to a permanent road. This includes for example ground investigation, archaeological and construction works, planning permissions. Having both routes available, as much as possible, as works progress provides resilience in an area of strategic importance.

You can find out more here. 

Roads updates

In Kintyre this week our teams have been doing works to install a new weather station at Stewarton – this is one of a number of devices used across the network as part of the winter maintenance operation. The device provides accurate data on weather conditions to enable the daily winter action plan to be put together. 

The team have also been working through the capital overlay scheme at Shore Street in Campbeltown. 

In Mid Argyll we have been preparing to start another phase of the works on the A819 at Electric Cottage, which should begin late next week. 

On Islay the capital surfacing scheme on the C12 south of Barr Farm has been delayed into next week because of a damaged culvert that needed to be repaired first. In the middle of next week we’ll begin planing out road surfaces in Bowmore ahead of laying new surfaces, beginning with the U16 Flora Street. 

B8001 Claonaig
To date we have managed to overcome the difficult ground conditions to:

· Re-profile and strengthen the embankment up-slope from the road
· Installed scour protection including rock armour at the base of the slope
· Improved the drainage 
· Diverted utilities

We are working towards a completion date of the end of September. 

Campbeltown public bins

We are waiting on new stanchions arriving for public bins between Quarry Green and the cemetery. The current stands are broken/beyond their usable life therefore we are going to temporarily remove these bins until the new stands arrive as there is no way to safely secure them. 

Burnside Square

Some of the bands around the whisky barrels provided in the square by the flood scheme contractor have been broken and detached – the contractor will replace these shortly. 












	
Cowal Games

Our teams have been working hard all week to get the Stadium ready for the games, which is has been quite a challenge given the amount of recent rainfall. Given how wet the ground is it isn’t possible to do another cut as we normally would because the ground would just churn up.

The team have also been assisting Scottish Water with an issue near Argyll Gardens where foul water was pumping out onto the road from their system. 

Hells Glen road closure

The Hells Glen road has now reopened to all traffic. Following a landslip below the road on Friday last week we had to initially restrict HGV use then close the road in the middle of this week to progress the necessary repairs. 

We took the opportunity while the road was closed to carry out ditching and patching works. 

Roads updates
 
On Bute we have been focussing on works to the Serpentine ahead of the upcoming cycling event, with particular focus on the lower section, as well as works on the island circular routes. 

In Cowal we’ve undertaken the second roadside cut along the A815 as well as working through the capital job at Baycroft, Strachur. 

Next week the focus will be on routine maintenance as many of the team will be away on HGV driver training, which is a requirement and needs to be completed in order to retain HGV status. This is a week-long course known as the Certificate of Professional Competence or CPC for short. 
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