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Please find below a brief snapshot of the huge range of work being undertaken across the area by Roads and Infrastructure staff this week.Roads and Infrastructure
Weekly member briefing
Edition 170: 11th October 2024 

 
The updates are designed as a resource for you to be able to answer constituent queries.

You can view all previous weekly member briefings on the website

	Oban, Lorn and the Isles
	Helensburgh and Lomond
	Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands
	Bute and Cowal
	All areas

	
Roads updates

We had a report of rocks on the road at Craignure on Wednesday this week, early morning. The team attended to this quickly and cleared the debris to keep the road open and safe for use. 

We have been emptying gullies with the specialist vehicle in and around Oban this week. Most road gullies have sumps designed to collect slit and mud to help prevent this material from chocking up the outlet pipes. Roadside gullies need to be periodically cleaned out using the large vacuum truck.

There is a capital scheme starting at Scammadale next week – we have 120 tonnes of material arriving there on Monday morning.


Streetlighting capital works, Tobermory

Following on from last week’s update, the capital scheme at this location is continuing to move along. The issue with the underground cable was about its safe disconnection. This has been solved and the cabling is in the process of being replaced. 

With streetlights, many of the issues can be underground, so when we are doing replacement schemes like this it isn’t just about putting in new columns above the ground – much of the work is underground which people won’t see when the job is completed but is vital to the reliability going forward.

Atlantis play park

Previous internal inspections had fed back that one of the structural posts for tower was compromised and needed replaced. 

In advance of the replacement of the post the specialist surface had to be cut back to expose the base of the post. 

We needed to go to an external contractor to have this installed as it’s a specialist piece of work. 

We have since got a second opinion from an external specialist who has fed back that the post is structurally sound but there are two cantilever posts which need replaced to add longevity to the overall structure. The initial post which was giving concern will be replaced at the same time – even though the feedback is that the damage doesn’t make it structurally unsafe, now that we have the new post in stock it makes sense to install it at the same time as it would need replaced at some point in the future anyway. This will minimise disruption in the future. 

We are waiting on the written report from the external specialist after which we will re-open the park if it confirms the verbal on site advice. 






	
White lining

The white lining works on the surfacing sites at the Haul Road and Whistlefield was completed on Monday this week. 

Defibrillator in Succoth

In a first for us we were recently approached by the Mountain Rescue Team/ local Development Trust about connecting a defibrillator to one of our streetlights in Succoth, for the possible use of anyone who gets into difficulty climbing the Cobbler. 

While we have some defibrillators attached to Council building including public toilets we haven’t been previously asked if one can connect to a streetlight. 

After further investigations about the technical aspects of this we’re happy to support it – the unit itself is self-contained and the power connection to the streetlighting system is just to provide power for the heating element of the cabinet, which will be its own self-contained unit with a base. 

We’re happy to support where we can any community installed defibrillators and if Members are aware of any groups looking to do this please put them in touch with us. 

Roads updates

The Ardencaple Quadrant scheme got underway this week and is expected to last into next week. Planing out was on Monday and Tuesday and the surfacing itself started on Wednesday. 

We have also been doing scrub cutting and hand ditching in and around the Cove and Kilcreggan area. 




	
Roads updates

In Kintyre this week, we’ve been installing new cattle grids in the Muasdale area, as well as repairs to the wall at Tomaig Road which was previously damaged when that road was used as a diversion during the Witchburn Road closure for the flood works. We’ve reset the stones on one section, and neatly dead ended the other section. There is a small area to be verged which we’ll do next week.  

Whilst we don’t have many cattle grids across the network there is provision for them in the Roads Scotland Act 1984 (allowing roads authorities to install and maintain them). Cattle grids are preferable on the road network to gates, making it easier for the travelling public whilst also retaining any cattle/animals.

We are also working on the Tangy slip site which involves removing a part of the banking, installing a new filter drain, and forming a stone embankment to support the slip area, which will extend to some 60 metres in length. This job will complete today. 

The team are also continuing with the Electric Cottage works on the A819. 

The capital surfacing works on Islay will recommence on 28th October. 

Mechanical sweeper

The sweeper has been working around Campbeltown for half of this week and in Mid Argyll the other half, cleaning the roads and dealing with early leaf fall.




	
Roads updates

In Cowal this week, the team have been focusing on the carriageway widening scheme on the A8003 Tighnabruaich road, as well as capital surfacing works on the A844 on Bute between the roundabout and the Glenburn Hotel. Tuesday to Thursday this week the old surface was planed out and the surfacing itself starts today and continues into next week. There are also surfacing works planned for the Serpentine Road which start today, this follows on from patching earlier in the year ahead of the cycling event. 

The jetpatcher has been working in and around Carrick Castle, Lochgoilhead, Ardentinny and Glenbranter. 

We have also been doing scrub cutting and hand ditching on Bute. 
 


	
Renewi sale to Biffa

Following the update last week about the ongoing engagement with the operator of our household waste recycling centres and landfill sites across what we call the PPP (public private partnership) area which covers mainland Argyll with the exception of Lomond, and the island of Bute, the current operator, Renewi, has been sold to another waste company, Biffa. 

There will be some changes in the background in terms of things like signage, branding on vehicles and so on. 

The contract terms remain the same, as do the teams providing the services and the sites themselves. 

We will continue to work with Biffa as we make changes to the sites ahead of the bio-degradable municipal waste (BMW) waste ban. 

Winter gritters

Our hired gritters have started to arrive. These are once again provided by Econ, a supplier we’ve used for many years. The hire arrangements aren’t just about getting new, reliable vehicles but also about reliability, resilience and continuity of service. Econ have a depot in Alloa and are very responsive to any issues, usually having someone to us within the day if an issue arises with one of the vehicles that our own mechanics can’t fix. Below are some photos of the hired gritters at our Kilmory Depot in Lochgilphead. Some of these will go on to other locations. The contract is till the 15th April 2025, but there is the ability to extend it if we need to. This is another useful provision given some of the experiences in recent years with major weather events around Easter time. 

There are a couple of reds on the weather forecast in terms of road surface temperatures over the weekend, so we’ll be maintaining a watching briefing on these and deploying any resources as required.  Our winter standby starts on 1 November however, we have staff available if we need to deploy early.

 Parking terminals

All of our parking terminals now offer a cashless payment option. The graph below shows the split between cash and card for 2024 – the split is 57% card at the lowest month and 74% card at the highest. 
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