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The new North Pier Pontoons,
Oban, opened for business – ahead
of schedule – at the end of July
2017, with the official opening
taking place on 31 August.
This high-quality, new transit berth
has been designed to complement
Oban’s existing marine facilities and
it is estimated the increase in visitor
numbers it will generate to be
worth around £20million to the
area over the next 25 years.
The council has invested £1.5m in
the project which has been
matched by £700,000 invested by
the Scottish Government and
£300,000 by HIE.
The facility, comprises 15 finger
berth pontoons, two hammer
heads, and 12 fully serviced floating
concrete breakwaters, and has
been built to the highest standards.
For its first season, the facility will
be operated by Argyll and Bute
Council in partnership with
Bid4Oban.
Work on the associated maritime
visitor facility, costing £1.6 million,

is ongoing and is scheduled to be
completed later this year. This
facility will provide a
harbourmaster’s office, toilets,
showers, lockers and a changing
area as well as commercial space
for rent.
Previously, passengers from cruise
ships who were tendered ashore

came up the slipway. By creating
accessible facilities the prediction is
that this will bring even more cruise
ships in the years to come as they
have easier routes to the town. The
facility will also cater for other
marine traffic such as kayakers,
yachters, tour operators and sea-life
enthusiasts. 

North Pier pontoons open for business

Passengers from the cruise ship anchored in Oban Bay take advantage of
the fully accessible pontoons to come ashore.

Argyll and Bute Council, along with Food
from Argyll, local food and drink
producers and Argyll and the Isles
Tourism Co-operative, will be exhibiting
at the BBC Good Food Show, in Glasgow,
from 20- 22 October. Please use the
discount voucher if you are interested in
attending and come and visit us at stand
B70 if you do.
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The Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the
Islands Area Committee has agreed
that six projects can be shortlisted
for funding through the Tarbert and
Lochgilphead Regeneration Fund. 
This is £3 million that the council
has allocated to promote the
regeneration and economic
development of the Mid Argyll area.
The projects that will go forward to
the Policy and Resources
Committee for ratification were
selected from initiatives such as the
Crinan Canal Charrette, Mid Argyll
Initiative (MAi Plan) and
Community Action Plans.
They are the development of
Gleaner Oil Site, Ardrishaig, which
will be delivered by Scottish Canals,
and Harbour Facilities, in Tarbert,
which will be taken forward by
Tarbert Harbour Authority.
Improvements to Lochgilphead
Front Green, Ardrishaig North

Public Realm, Argyll Street,
Lochgilphead and Barmore Road
(A83)/Garvel Road junction,
Tarbert, will all be progressed by
the council with input from local
community organisations.

The projects were chosen based on
a number of criteria including their
ability to create jobs, grow the
population and stimulate private
sector activity. The amount of
match funding from partners was
also taken into consideration. 

Lochgilphead Front Green looking towards Colchester Square.

Norsemen raided Inveraray, Lochgiphead, Tarbert and Portavadie for four days in July during the Loch Fyne
Viking Festival. As well as providing entertainment for locals and visitors, an economic impact survey
demonstrated that the festival, supported by the council, brought in £137, 737 to the local economy. For every
£1 of the council’s investment there was return of £11.

Regeneration projects shortlisted
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A recipe for investment in Argyll and Bute
The council’s Economic Growth
Team (EGT) is exploring a feasibility
study of seaweed farming in Argyll
and Bute: a form of basic recipe for
investors to set up seaweed farms
in the region. 
The Food and Agriculture
Organisation estimates the global
value of seaweed farming, which
mainly happens in Southeast Asia,
at 6.6 billion dollars.
Given its abundant natural
resources and strategic position on
the west coast of Scotland, Argyll
and Bute has the ingredients, but
not the recipe, to be the hub for
seaweed farming in Scotland or
even Europe. 
In other words, investors do not
have a clear picture of what is
involved in setting up a seaweed
farming business: the costs,
timelines, resources, barriers,
opportunities, profitable products.
As a result, investor confidence is
low. 

Argyll and Bute’s natural resources
and history are second to none and
give intrinsic advantages to the food
and drink, tourism, marine science
and forestry sectors. The EGT
actively researches and pursues
opportunities that can deliver
employment in these key growth
sectors. 
In food and drink and marine
science, the word that is
increasingly featuring in Scottish
news is “seaweed”. In anticipation,
the Scottish Government recently
published its Seaweed Cultivation
Policy Statement.   
So what are Argyll and Bute’s
ingredients for success? It has
businesses that want to farm
seaweed in its pristine waters with
a number of small businesses
already collecting and selling
seaweed from the wild. It has a
growing aquaculture value chain
that can cater to each stage of
setting up a seaweed farm and

SAMS, which is leading on seaweed
farming research in Europe.
Moreover, it has public
organisations that understand the
value of the marine economy and
are keen to grow it, together with
businesses that want to use
seaweed in their products, which
include bread, spices, health
products, pharmaceuticals, animal
feeds and biofuels. 
The potential to grow seaweed for
food alone is tremendous because
Scotland could tap into the rapidly
expanding Asian market. 
The feasibility study will improve
investor confidence and attract
them to Argyll and Bute by allowing
them to make informed decisions.
Moreover, the study will yield
important information for the
prosperity of our communities,
such as the number of jobs that the
industry is likely to create, which
ultimately depends on feasibility.
Watch this space!
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Dunoon Conservation Area
Regeneration Scheme (CARS),
worth over £1.25 million, launched
in September and will focus on the
regeneration of the town’s
historical buildings.
Dunoon CARS is jointly funded by
Historic Environment Scotland and
Argyll and Bute Council, and will
provide grant assistance for
regeneration works to buildings in
Argyll Street. 
The funding, which also provides
for traditional skills training and
community engagement, will run
until March 2022.
Dunoon CARS will complement all
of the prior investment and link all
of the regeneration activity within
the town. 

Local residents can look forward to
the project strengthening and
enhancing the character of the
historic Argyll Street by upgrading
key properties along it. 

There will also be grants for funding
shopfront improvements
Advice clinics were also run during
September for those people who
were unable to attend the launch.

Dunoon CARS investment launched

The refurbished Dunoon Pier has its
original benches back in place,
thanks to a team of men from the
town’s Men’s Shed, and visitors and
residents can now have a seat to
enjoy the view.
During the Think Dunoon Charrette,
members of the community were
invited to say what changes and
improvements they would like to
see in the town. One of the bits of
feedback received was that it was a
shame that people in Dunoon did
not have anywhere to sit at the Pier.  
When it was discovered that the
original benches were in storage in
one of the pier buildings,  Dunoon
Men’s Shed volunteered to
undertake the painstaking
refurbishment.
Five benches in total have now
been stripped, sanded and oiled to
take them back to their original
condition, with the largest taking 20
hours to complete.

Men’s Shed comes to the rescue
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Argyll and Bute in numbers
The council’s Rural Resettlement Fund has seen 35
applicants, including three people who are self-
employed, and their families, move to Argyll and Bute,
bringing the population up by 79, including 28 children.
Just under £170,000 has been committed to date.
Argyll and Bute continues to focus on growing its
population. The influx of 78 refugees to Bute in 2016,
including three children born since their arrival, has had
a positive effect on this. 

The number of workless households, ie households
where no-one is in employment, dropped at a much
greater rate in Argyll and Bute than in Scotland or the
rest of Great Britain between 2012 and 2016.
The reduction of 33% is more than double the rate for
Great Britain (16%) and nearly three times the rate for
the whole of Scotland (11.7%).
Worklessness can be classed as unemployed,
unavailable to work because of family commitments, or
unable to work because of sickness or disability.

The growth in the economic activity rate for 16-64
year olds in Argyll and Bute between 2012 and 2017
far exceeds that of Scotland and Great Britain. 
In Argyll and Bute, the number of people available to
supply the labour market, is up by 3.8% as opposed to
a 0.2% increase across Scotland as a whole or the
1.7% increase in Great Britain.
Women, in particular, showed an increase in economic
activity of 6.2% locally, while in Scotland the increase
was 1.4% and in Great Britain, the increase was 2.5%.

The number of people in employment in Argyll and
Bute between 2012 and 2017 increased by 6.9%,
more than double the increase across Scotland (3%)
and higher than the 4.2% across Great Britain.
Males in employment locally increased by 5.9% while
for females, employment rose by 7.8%. This, once
again far outperformed the national averages. For men,
employment growth in Scotland and Great Britain was
2% and 3.8% respectively, while for women it was
3.9% and 4.4%.
Over the same five years, unemployment in Argyll and
Bute has dropped by 4% compared to 3.6% in Scotland
and 3.5% in Great Britain.
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Argyll Enterprise Week 2017
Argyll Enterprise Week will bring a
host of free events to towns across
Argyll and Bute from 6-10
November 2017. The event
programme has been published
and tickets can be booked via
Eventbrite.
The week kicks off on 6 November
with one of the main issues facing
all growing businesses – securing
funding for growth. Lochgilphead
will host a series of briefings, a
networking lunch and a chance to
talk directly to funders informally
at a funding marketplace.
On Tuesday, 7 November in Oban,
Argyll and the Isles Tourism Co-
operative (AITC) will lead an event
focusing on emerging trends and
practical advice on achieving
growth in the tourism sector. The
day will be delivered by industry
leaders and provides a rare
opportunity for the industry to
meet and share ideas.  
Food from Argyll takes over, in
Inveraray, on Wednesday, 8
November to look at how food
tourism is playing such an
important role in the local
economy. Local food producers will
hear about new initiatives for
distribution, learn about digital
marketing and branding and meet
new producers and partners.
It will be time to get creative on
Thursday, 9 November when
XpoNorth brings a one-day version
of its leading creative festival to
Dunoon. It offers the chance to
meet a range of industry
specialists, look at a range of
challenges and opportunities and
put your own questions forward.  
There will events in Oban and
Arrochar on Friday, 10 November.
In Arrochar, communities can come
together to share ideas and

learning and hear the latest news
on Right to Buy and community-led
housing initiatives. 
In Oban, businesses can get
practical advice on why and how to
trade internationally, including
market access information and case
studies, as well as sources of
support and expertise. Attendees
will gain a clear understanding of
how to successfully sell products or
services overseas. Everyone
attending this event will also
receive their own bespoke
international toolkit, to support and
guide them through their export
journey.
Throughout the week, there will be
a range of exciting and practical
seminars aimed at helping small
businesses make the most of digital

and social media to sell their
business. From Campbeltown to
Oban, and across to Dunoon and
Helensburgh, with Lochgilphead in
between, experts will be offering
targeted tutorials, on a variety of
topics, as well as question and
answer sessions on getting your
business online.
This second Argyll Enterprise Week
will be delivered, like the first of
2016, in partnership with Argyll
and Bute Council’s Business
Gateway and Highlands and Islands
Enterprise (HIE), and the business
community. 
Argyll Enterprise Week 2017 is part
funded by the European Regional
Development Fund 2014-2020
Structural Funds Programme. 

For more information, or to book space on the event
of your choice, go to
http://argyllenterpriseweek2017.eventbrite.com  or
phone the Business Gateway team on 01546 604555.

Making Argyll and Bute a great place to live, learn, work and do business
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The council’s Economic Growth
Officer, and representatives from
the Port of Oban Cruise Welcome
Group, recently met with executives
from some of the world’s largest
cruise line companies, at
Edinburgh’s Scottish Cruise Summit,
to discuss attracting more ships to
visit our ports and sell Argyll and
Bute as the place to visit.
Cruising has been one of the fastest
growing segments of the UK and
international tourism industry, as
well as that of Argyll and Bute,
making it vital to promote to
companies like Saga, Fred Olsen,
Cruise and Maritime Voyages, MSC,
Noble Caledonia and Viking cruises.
Based on 2010-2017 figures, total
cruise calls across Scotland have
increased by 109% and passenger
numbers by 133%. Growth across
Scottish ports is not equally
dispersed and success depends on
infrastructure, location and
attractiveness of the port/place as a
destination. Orkney and Shetland
have been exceptionally high
performers benefiting from links to
other cruise routes accessing
Scandanavia.

Argyll’s primary ports of call
currently are Tobermory, Iona,
Oban, Tarbert, Craignure, Holy Loch
and Campbeltown. Oban attracted
in 2017, 20 scheduled cruise calls
(four more than 2015) carrying
15,523 international guests and
crew. There were notable visits
from high end, small-medium cruise
ships from Ponant, Hapag Lloyd and
Seabourn Cruise Lines. 

Small ship cruising has also been
blossoming with the advent of
new, high-quality, bespoke cruise
offerings from Argyll Cruising, The
Majestic Line and Hebrides Cruises,
amongst others. These three
companies have helped secure
high-end spend from international
travellers by contributing three
new, small cruise ships, over the
past three years, operating out
from Argyll.

Argyll and Bute from the Sea

The Boudicca visits Tarbert.

Argyll and Bute prides itself as a
film-friendly region where
producers can find responsive and
confidential support for all sorts of
projects, on all sorts of scales, from
the economic development team.
Great British Bake Off winner
Nadiya Hussain visited Taynuilt to
meet former chef turned
professional forager, Gary Goldie,
for her new BBC Two show –
Nadiya’s British Food Adventure.
Gary promised Nadiya that all the
flavours from Indian spices can be
found in half-forgotten wild spices

Five-star film service from Argyll and Bute
growing on the hedgerows and
verges in Scotland. 
To prove this Gary cooked Nadiya
his wild Scottish curry while she
made parsnip and carrot bhajis with
a chilli and coriander chutney.
At the other end of the spectrum,
Oban Airport was host to a music
video for a local Bryan Adams
Tribute Band. 
The band was kind enough to
donate money to the Grenfell
Tower fund. Brian Adams fans can
enjoy the video, a medley of his

biggest hits, here:
http://bit.ly/2wNo1Tg
For more information on filming in
Argyll and Bute go to: www.argyll-
bute.gov.uk/filming. 
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Doors Open Days, Scotland’s largest
festival celebrating heritage and the
built environment, offering free
access to over a thousand venues
across the country, came to Argyll
and Bute in September. 
Developed by Scottish Civic Trust,
DOD enables people to explore
unusual or unexpected buildings
and places which are normally
closed to members of the public.
This year, the main focus was on
Helensburgh, with staff from
economic development
collaborating with Helensburgh
Heritage Trust to encourage nearly
a dozen stunning buildings to open
their doors to the public.
However, there were also some
hidden gems in Mid Argyll, Bute
and Cowal, including a cold war
monitoring post, for people to visit.

Tickets to see the latest works on St
Peter’s Seminary, Cardross, sold out
within half an hour, while others
were able to access a unique guided
tour of the exterior of
Helensburgh’s Mackintosh-built Hill

House. While all the buildings
involved were very different, they
each had a very distinct and
fascinating story to tell.
Sincere thanks to everyone who
participated.

Argyll and Bute opens its doors

Vintage vehicles lined up with the popular PBY Catalina flying boat to draw more than 2000 people to the
Summer’s Oban Air Fair.
A host of craft stalls, family attractions, airport mascot Captain Collie and the ladies of the Oban’s Spotlight
Theatre Music Group, also helped to keep the crowd’s entertained.
As this is a working airport, managed by the council’s Strategic Transportation team, visitors were also able to
watch light aircraft coming and going from what must be one of the country’s most scenic airports. 

Oban Air Fair summer success


