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Argyll and Bute Council recently celebrated the end of Campbeltown’s Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI) 

which has revitalised the town centre.  Over £7million has been spent on historic buildings in the centre of 

Campbeltown since 2009, all from initial grant awards of £1.8million. A second CARS, of £990,000 HES funding, 

will run from April 2015 to March 2020. Read about Campbeltown in the Sunday Herald here: http://

bit.ly/2c6W8x2.  

THI and CARS revitalise Campbeltown town centre 

Transformation 
News from Argyll and Bute Economic Development 

Campbeltown Town Hall. Picture by Raymond Hosie. 

http://bit.ly/2c6W8x2.
http://bit.ly/2c6W8x2.
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Argyll and Bute in numbers 

Argyll and Bute’s economic success is built on a growing population 

In July 2016, at total of 840 

individuals were 

unemployed, 575 males and 

265 females. The 

unemployment rate in 

Argyll and Bute in July 2016 

was 1.6 per cent compared with the Scottish 

rate of  2.6 per cent.  

Source: ONS claimant count. 

There was a baby 

boom in  Argyll 

and Bute from 

2013-2014 . The 

rise of 2.5 per 

cent was higher than the Scottish average of 

1.3 per cent. 

Source: National Records of Scotland 

Gross Value Added  

(GVA) per Argyll and 

Bute worker has 

increased by 13.8 per 

cent between 2008 and 

2013, significantly more 

than the 9.6 per cent 

Scottish growth rate. 

Source: ONS 

Good news for net 

migration. Between 

2013 and 2015, this 

was UP by 186 
economically active 

people in the 30-64 age group. This did not 

include asylum seekers and armed forces 

families. 

Source: Nation Records of Scotland 

Part-time workers are earning above-average wages.  Gross weekly pay 

in Argyll and Bute is £176 compared with £173 at national level. 

There has been a 15.6 per cent increase in part-time weekly earnings 

since 2014. 

The gross full-time wage of £496 per person, per week, in the region 

lags slightly behind the national average of £527.  However, that was 

an increase of 5 per cent on 2014, which was above the 1.6 per cent 

increase for Scotland as a whole. 

Source: ONS 



 

3 www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/discover Making Argyll and Bute a great place to live, work and invest 

The £3.1m Hermitage Park, Parks 
for People Project, in 
Helensburgh, has secured 
funding from Heritage Lottery 
Fund (HLF) to the tune of 
£2,333,247.  
In addition, Argyll and Bute 
Council has pledged £280,000 
alongside additional funding from  
the  Ministry of Defence 
Covenant Fund, of £253,000, and 
recently approved Sustrans 
funding of £300,000.  
Following a procurement process 
the lead consultants Gillespies 

have been re-appointed 
alongside the design team. Work 
has begun on the delivery of the 
detailed design and contracts 
drawings. 
Thanks to the commitment and 
energy of the Friends of 
Hermitage Park Association, who 
got the project moving, 
Helensburgh residents can now 
look forward to seeing key 
historic features restored, 
essential repair work undertaken 
and a contemporary pavilion 
with café.   

Bringing Hermitage Park back to its heyday 

New jobs, repaired tenements 
and a redeveloped gap site 
were just some of the 
outcomes from the successful 
Rothesay THI which ended 
earlier this year. 

The five-year project sought to 
revitalise a defined core area 
within Rothesay’s historic town 
centre by offering grants to 

property owners to assist with 
structural and external repairs. 

The project was funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund (£1.49m), 
Historic Scotland (£500,000), 
Argyll and Bute Council 
(£546,000) and LEADER 
(£94,000). In addition the £2.6 
million of public funding levered 
in an additional £1.38m of 

private investment , meaning a 
total investment in the island's 
gateway of approximately £4.2 
million over a five year period. 

In total, six jobs were created 
as a result of the project and 
four tenements were 
comprehensively repaired. 
Eight smaller scale projects 
have brought buildings back 
into a good state of repair and 
12 shop fronts have been 
restored. 

A programme of activities was 
developed to run alongside the 
construction work in order to 
improve building conservation 
skills, encourage regular 
building maintenance and to 
promote and celebrate the 
unique character of Rothesay 
and the wider Island. 

Read more about Bute in the 
Sunday Herald here http://
bit.ly/2c6W8x2.  

Filling the gap in Guildford Square 

The view of the revived Guildford Square, on Rothesay 

Hermitage Park 

http://bit.ly/2c6W8x2.
http://bit.ly/2c6W8x2.


 

4 www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/discover Making Argyll and Bute a great place to live, work and invest 

Helensburgh’s revamped town 
centre has just won its third 
award in 2016. 

The Outdoor Museum in 
Colquhoun Square, which was 
launched in 2015, won a Scottish 
Saltire Scotland Award for Art in 
Public Places. The public realm 
work has been nominated for a 
total of nine awards to date. 

This is Scotland’s first outdoor 
museum, developed and 
delivered by art organisation 
WAVEparticle as part of the 
Helensburgh public realm 
project.  

The Outdoor Museum displays a 
collection of treasured objects 
brought forward by local 
residents and organisations in the 
town. These permanent exhibits 
include a series of historic 
artefacts encapsulated in acrylic; 
bronze and stone reproductions 
of original artefacts; and three 
specially commissioned artworks 
by artists Lesley Carruthers, Kate 
Ive and Chris Coleman-Smith.  

Each object has its own plinth and 
carries a combination of text and 
image that place the exhibit in a 

historical, cultural and 
geographic context. 

Earlier this year, the Outdoor 
Museum won a Scottish Design 
Award in the Public Realm/
Landscaping category. This 
rewards top architecture firms 
and design agencies for their 
contribution to the country’s 
historic and contemporary 
design culture. 

And the town centre project, 
designed by Austin-Smith:Lord 
on behalf of the council, has 
also taken home a prestigious 
Royal Incorporation of 
Architects in Scotland (RIAS) 
Award in 2016, the centenary 
year of the institute. 

RIAS commended the bold 
regeneration project for 
delivering on ‘the design ethos 
to create a town centre with 
attractive, usable and flexible 
public spaces to support 
community events, festivals 
and markets.’ 

 Along with the other RIAS 2016 
award winners, Helensburgh 
Town Centre will now be part of 
the short-list for the RIAS Doolan 
Award for Architecture. This is the 
largest architectural prize in the 
UK and one of the most significant 
architecture awards in the world. 
Councillor Ellen Morton said: 
“Awards like this are a real vote of 
confidence in the council’s 
regeneration work.” 

Awards abound for Helensburgh 

www.theoutdoormuseum.com 

http://www.theoutdoormuseum.com/
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Argyll and Bute Council’s £2.83m  
structural repair and 
refurbishment of key elements of 
Dunoon’s iconic Victorian-era 
wooden pier is now complete, 
with local companies making a 
significant contribution and a new 
venue being created for hire. 

As probably the best remaining 
example of a Victorian-era wooden 
pier in the country, the first phase 
of the refurbishment of Dunoon 
Pier is a flagship project for the 
council. 

Long-term ambitions are to see all 
the pier buildings back in to viable 
economic use and the pier head 
back in use. 

Dunoon Grammar School was also 
involved in the project, intending 
to use reclaimed timbers from the 
pier to create benches and 
wooden artworks.  

Work has been carried out on 
around 30% of the total pier area 
and has seen extensive work to the 
substructure.  

 Over 150 of the timber piles 
have been inspected, with 
68 being replaced and a 
further 9 encapsulated; 

 Over half of the longitudinal 
ties have been replaced or 
repaired; 

 Almost 90% of the bracing 
below the water level has 
been replaced; 

 Around 35% of the decking 

boards have been replaced.  

Major work was required to 
save the waiting room, including 
the rebuild of the west shore 
face, with 15 new windows 
installed and scallop-shaped 
shingles applied to match the 
original features.  

Inside new toilets have been 
installed in the central service 
area, allowing what were the 
first and third class waiting 
rooms to be restored to their 
original dimensions.  

New heating and ventilation 

systems have also been installed, 
replacing the old gas fire heating 
system.  

Additional work included 
installation of veranda decking 
and an access ramp. It is now 
available for hire for events, 
conferences and meetings.  

Local contractor, G H Currie 
Blacksmiths and Forgemasters 
designed and fabricated new 
gates and signage at the public 
access on to the pier, which 
combined elements of the 
Victorian heritage of the pier 
along with modern materials to 
give a final design which 
acknowledges Dunoon’s heritage 
and looks to its future. 
The works to restore the pier 
buildings are being co-funded by 
the Scottish Government / Local 
Authorities joint Regeneration 
Capital Grant Fund. £300,000 was 
awarded in 2014/2015 and a 
further £50,000 has been 
awarded for 2015/2016.  

New life for Dunoon Pier 



 

6 www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/discover Making Argyll and Bute a great place to live, work and invest 

South Islay’s Distilleries Path, has 

been highly commended in the 

Achievements in Cycling category 

of the national Scottish Transport 

Awards 2016 and was voted as 

number one path in recent 

Telegraph article regarding where 

to go for a walk in Scotland. 

This phased project involved 

constructing a 5km remote cycle 

path connecting the villages of 

Port Ellen with Ardbeg in the south 

of the island.  Managed by the 

Islay Community Access Group 

(ICAG), with support from Argyll 

and Bute Council, it was delivered 

after securing more than £700k of 

public and private sector funding.  

This was an innovative partnership 

between the public and private 

sectors. Sustrans Community 

Links, Climate Challenge fund and 

Commonwealth Games Legacy 

grant funding was matched by 

contributions from a number of 

local distilleries who directly 

benefit from the path.   

The path provides a traffic free, 

surfaced walking and cycling link 

between the villages of Port Ellen 

and Ardbeg and is also a safe 

route to the local primary school 

at Port Ellen.  In addition, it 

provides access to the distilleries 

at Ardbeg, Lagavulin and 

Laphroig which are key 

employers in the area and are 

also major local tourist 

attractions.  Pedestrian and cycle 

access was previously provided 

via the local road network (A846) 

which has no footways and 

limited street lighting making this 

unsuitable for encouraging 

increased levels of walking and 

cycling.   

Initial monitoring undertaken by 

the council indicated that in more 

than 2500 people per month 

used the path during summer 

2015.  

The Telegraph’s top walking path 

In brief  
Publicity is already out for 

Argyll and Bute’s first 

Enterprise Week, which will 

run, in Oban, from 31 October 

to 1 November. A partnership 

between the council’s 

Business Gateway and HIE, 

more detail on the event can 

be found here: http://

bit.ly/2bz1kr8 

An economic impact study, 

received by the council in 

June, demonstrated that the 

2015 Oban Mod generated 

£2.8m for the local economy. 

This confirmed estimates 

made to the BBC shortly after 

the Mod last year: http://

bbc.in/2bibSgt. 

Three exciting new funds were 

approved in May. The Rural 

Regeneration Fund and Inward 

Investment Fund are aimed at 

growing the local economy 

and population. They will 

provide incentives to people 

and businesses relocating to 

Argyll and Bute. There will also 

be a £3m fund to regenerate 

Lochgilphead and Tarbert. 

Read more about it here: 

http://bit.ly/2biXOh7 

  

http://bit.ly/2bz1kr8
http://bit.ly/2bz1kr8
http://bbc.in/2bibSgt
http://bbc.in/2bibSgt
http://bit.ly/2biXOh7
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Rothesay Pavilion is one of six 
buildings in Argyll on the Royal 
Incorporation of Architects in 
Scotland's’ list of top 100 
buildings in Scotland in the last 
100 years.  

People are now being asked to 
vote for their favourite as part of 
the 2016 Festival of Architecture 
in Scotland. 

The full list can be found at 
www.foa2016.com/scotstyle. 

The Category A Listed Pavilion, 
built in the International Modern 
style and designed by James A 
Carrick, is currently undergoing 
extensive refurbishment. 

The £500,000 initial enabling 
works contract was awarded to 
local company John Brown 
(Strone) Ltd.  

This contract commenced on site 
on 18 April and involves removal 
of all ceilings on the ground and 
first floors, removal of redundant 
mechanical and electrical 
systems and survey and repair of 
the reinforced concrete frame of 
the building. 

These works will help slow the 
deterioration of the building and 
give greater detail on its 
condition. By undertaking them 
as a separate contract the council 
will gain a much better 
understanding of large areas of 
the building which are currently 
hidden and unseen. This allows 
for more specification in the main 
refurbishment contract. 

Following the completion of this 
work it is anticipated that the 
main contract works will 

commence in the spring of 
2017. It is hoped that work will 
be completed by summer 2018 
in time for the 80th anniversary 
of the Pavilion. 

This first phase of work is being 
funded through the Scottish 
Government’s Regeneration 
Capital Grant Fund and the 
UK’s Government’s Coastal 
Communities Fund The main 
refurbishment works that will 
follow will be funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, Historic 
Environment Scotland, 
Highland and Islands Enterprise 
as well as Argyll and Bute 
Council.  

Once complete, the project will  
transform the building into a 
hub for cultural and community 
use employing 13 FTE staff 
across a range of posts.  

Facilities will include:  

 A restored and revamped 
main auditorium ; 

 A second venue/bar for 
smaller performances; 

  A year-round programme of 
changing exhibitions in a 
purpose designed gallery; 

 A shop selling local products; 
 A café/bar selling quality 

food and drink; and 
 A new top floor which will 

provide a meeting and 
training room with fantastic 
views over Rothesay Bay. 

It will be operated by the 
Rothesay Pavilion Charity, 
which was established in June 
2014 to take over the active 
programming, management 
and operations of Rothesay 
Pavilion following its 
redevelopment by Argyll and 
Bute Council.  

Pavilion on nation’s favourites list 
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Winds blow in jobs boost 
The only factory manufacturing wind towers for the renewables 
industry, based in Campbeltown, is set for a £27m expansion 
following its take-over by Korean firm, CS Wind. 

This investment is set to see a further increase in the workforce, 
which recently rose from 135 to 170, to 300 by 2017. As well as 
boosting jobs, this will treble the plant’s capacity. 

CS Wind recently signed memoranda of understanding with 
Vattenfall, the Swedish wind farm developer, and Siemens to 
become a supplier. Previously, it built up to 100 towers a year for 
onshore use, but that is expected rise to 300, including 100 for 
offshore use.  

CS Wind took over the plant in April with a ground-breaking 
ceremony for the expansion plans attended by Scottish energy 
minister Paul Wheelhouse, Seong-Gon Gim, chairman of CS Wind 
Corporation, and Charles Hay, the UK ambassador to Seoul.  

Read more here: http://bbc.in/2bpVarE. 

News in brief 

The Coll Mast project is run by 
Development Coll with 
assistance from Scottish Futures 
Trust (SFT). It is a community-
owned mast that is to be self-
sustaining bringing 4G 
connectivity to the remote 
island.  

Originally this was a 15m mast 
which housed CTIL equipment 
giving Vodafone and O2 service 
to the surrounding area. After EE 
was awarded the Emergency 
Services Mobile Communications 
Programme (ESMCP), the mast is 
to be extended by an additional 
five metres enabling the 

Emergency Services Network 
(ESN) to be extended. This will 
provide coverage from three of 
the four British Mobile Network 
Operators (MNOs). The 
sustainability of the mast will rely 
on the annual space rental on the 
community owned mast. 

 The Community Broadband 
Scotland (CBS) GigaPlus Argyll 
(GPA) Programme originally 
started as GigaMull. Intervention 
of CBS creating has created an 
aggregated scheme that will now 
include Lismore, Luing, Iona, 
Colonsay and parts of Jura, Islay, 
Mull and the Craignish peninsula.   

In brief 
Two Argyll-based businesses won 
awards at the Scotland Food and 
Drink Excellence Awards.  

Scottish Sea Farms took the top 
award – Business of the Year – as 
well as the innovation award. Loch 
Fyne Oyster Bar also picked up the 
prize for Investing in People. Read 
more: http://bit.ly/2bhZ8X8 

The year got off to a flying start 
with NVA’s Hinterland installation 
at St Peter’s Seminary, Cardross, 
which brought a welcome influx of 
visitors to Helensburgh. This was 
both an artistic and economic 
success for the town and wider 
area. The Helensburgh Advertiser 
tells us more: http://
bit.ly/2byU9zj. 

At the start of the summer, water 
quality at Machrihanish and 
Ganavan beaches was rated by 
the Scottish Environmental 
Protection Agency (SEPA) as 
excellent. Read the BBC report: 
http://bbc.in/23YjvHn. 

Machrihanish Airbase continues to 
be one of the leading candidates 
in the bid to become the UK’s first 
spaceport. It is the only site to 
have a runway of over 3000 
metres and has twice been 
approved for space flight. DSUK, 
the community-owned company 
behind the bid—has been much in 
the new this year, as can be seen 
in this article from the Scotsman: 
http://bit.ly/2bi556A 

Connecting our islands 

http://bbc.in/2bpVarE.
http://bit.ly/2bhZ8X8
http://bit.ly/2byU9zj.
http://bit.ly/2byU9zj.
http://bbc.in/23YjvHn
http://bit.ly/2bi556A

