
Hello and welcome to the spring edition of the Argyll and Bute Literacies Service newsletter. 

The newsletter aims to keep everyone involved with the literacies service aware of what’s 

happening across Argyll, as well as providing a forum for us all to share ideas, knowledge and 

experiences.  This edition highlights how literacies learning can be integrated in all sorts of 

activities from sewing and upcycling to piracy! Also a big ‘well done’ to Campbeltown 

Grammar’s newest Peer Mentors (below), and please come to our Tutor Conference in May! 
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Pictured left are our new group of Peer Mentors, 

Maria Cairns, Emma Barbour, Mathew Armour and 

Kayleigh McLean.  Well done guys and keep up the 

hard work -  it is very much appreciated!  

Peer Mentoring in Kintyre 
Following on from the success of last year’s course in Kintyre and Oban, another peer mentor 

course was recently run in Kintyre.  Although the numbers were small - we had four students in 

total -  the quality of the work and commitment of the new Peer Mentors is excellent.  So far 

two of the Peer mentors have been working with students from the paired reading group in 

Campbeltown Grammar and a third Peer Mentor is working for two periods a week helping a 

music student. 

 
The Grammar School is keen for us to continue 

running the Peer Mentor course and we hope 

to be able to run two a year.   We have also 

been in talks with one of the local primary 

schools and they are keen to allow the Peer 

Mentors to work with some of their pupils. 



Sewing and upcycling in Dunoon  
 

We have just completed our second 6 week course 

in Sewing and Upcycling. The aim of this group was 

to increase Health and Wellbeing using a practical 

task to increase confidence and learn a new skill. 

Communication and Numeracy Skills are embedded 

within the task which in the first course resulted in 

the whole group cutting, measuring, tacking and 

sewing to end up with a tote bag as the end product. 

A basic machine was sourced from Ikea which 

proved ideal both for beginners and those with 

previous sewing experience.  

The group of ladies who came together had a great 

time getting to know each other and coming to grips 

with learning to use the sewing machines. Myself 

and my two colleagues in Adult Learning, Rhona and 

Vicky, shared a machine and joined in the class - a 

perfect example of life-long learning! We had the 

services of two volunteer tutors Madalene and Fred  

who, luckily, knew what they were doing. It’s harder 

than it looks and there was a lot of unpicking of my 

bag before it began to resemble a recognisable 

product. The group came together again in January 

and have been working on a variety of projects using 

old curtains, clothes and dresses to make baby 

blankets, cushion covers and new clothing and in my 

case just practising using the sewing machine!   

This has been a great learning experience for 

everyone involved, and a bonus is that Maureen, 

who has recently moved to the area, is a former 

Adult Education Worker with Aberdeen Council and 

has said she would love to do some volunteer 

literacy work.  Many thanks to Madalene and Fred 

for being such great tutors! 

 

 

 

 

For more information, contact Ann Bruce: 01369 707 161                           

Email: Ann.Bruce@argyll-bute.gov.uk  

Four ladies from our first group watch Madalene 

demonstrate some sewing skills. 

Our second group hard 

at work!       

There is a new class starting in March.  

New members are very welcome! 

Vicky’s 

finished 

tote bag 



Book Week Scotland is a national initiative developed by the Scottish Book Trust, and 

supported the length and breadth of the country – or in our case, the watery bits in between!  

In Oban, Book Week Scotland 2014 (24
th
 – 28

th 

November) was celebrated by a number of events, 

but the one which attracted most attention was the 

Oban Library Readers Group, The Lorn Resource 

Centre Discussion Group and the Oban High School 

Library Group boarding the ferry sailing from Oban 

to Mull.  We have many people to thank for making 

this unique adventure possible, particularly the staff 

at CalMac – the Master, the Steward, Anne Mitchell 

and many others. 

I can just imagine the Master, after the usual safety 

announcements, explaining our presence: 

“Welcome on board the MV Isle of Arran sailing to 

Craignure on the Isle of Mull. With us today on this 

special journey are pupils of Oban High School who 

are making a trailer for ‘Pyrate’s Boy’ by EB Colin, 

who is also with us and will be running a workshop /

presentation in Craignure Hall as soon as we have 

docked.  Beatrice Colin, as she’s also known, will be 

reading from her book while en route. We are also 

welcoming on board members from Lorn Resource 

Centre and Oban Library Readers Group, some of 

whom are dressed as characters from Scottish 

fiction.  While in ‘character’ they’ll be distributing free 

copies of Scotland’s Stories of Home to fellow 

passengers.  I hope you have a pleasant crossing 

and that the presence of people dressed as pirates is 

not a cause of concern!” 

The journey to Mull was just part of a variety of 

events in support of Book Week Scotland 2014. 

Once in Craignure, we met with the pupils of 

Lochdon and Ulva Primary Schools and their 

inspirational head teacher Pauline Inglis. Beatrice  

did a presentation on her book and answered 

questions about writing. 

Feedback from everyone involved was 

overwhelmingly positive.  Beatrice Colin said that 

it had been, “an excellent event. I really enjoyed 

it. Something to tell the grandchildren!” 

Book Week Scotland takes to the high seas! 

The Motley Crew:  Beatrice Colin, Stuart 
McQueen, Carole Barnett, Fiona Bonar, Kathleen 
MacDonald, Lynne MacKenzie, Alan Breck, Laura 
MacPhee, Kev, Brian Marden, Janette Black and 

Struan Thorpe  

Sherlock 

Holmes 

(Stuart 

McQueen 

from the 

LRC 

Discussion 

Group) 

inspects the 

evidence 

Pupils from Lochdon Primary School show off their 
copies of Scotland’s Stories of Home with head teacher 

Pauline Inglis and author Beatrice Colin  



 

Kintyre: 

Roxanne Docherty 

T: (01586) 559 284 

E: Roxanne.docherty@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Islay and Jura: 

Lynda Cooper 

T:  (07825) 977 271 

E: Lynda.cooper@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Bute: 

Katharine Usher 

T: (01700) 501 392 

E: Katharine.usher2@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Oban: 

Brian Marden 

T: (01631) 567 952 

E: Brian.marden@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Mid-Argyll: 

Pam Staley 

T: (01546) 604 757 

E: Pam.staley@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Helensburgh: 

Gordon MacKinnon 

T: (01436) 658 740 

E: Gordon.mackinnon@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Dunoon: 

Ann Bruce 

T: (01369) 707 161 

E: Ann.bruce@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Literacies Support in Argyll 

 

Tutor Conference 2015 
  

Following our very successful Tutor Conference last year, we will be having 

another event for tutors on the 20
th

 May 2015. It will take place in the Argyll 

Hotel, Inveraray, and there will be one workshop in the morning, buffet lunch and 

another in the afternoon.  
 

Feedback on Katharine’s Creative Writing workshop 

was so positive that we have arranged another 

workshop on creative writing with Mark Thomson, a 

Dundonian performance poet. Katharine is otherwise 

engaged this year! Mark’s bio can be read on the 

Scottish Book Trust website:  

www.scottishbooktrust.com/profile-author/17137 
 

If you have any ideas or suggestions about 

the second workshop, please contact your 

Development Worker.  An official agenda will 

be sent out nearer the time. We look 

forward to seeing you all there! 

Mark Thomson - poet, performer 

and creative writing teacher 

Your chance to meet other tutors, share ideas and experiences, 

learn something new, have a fun day out and be reminded of 

how much your contribution is valued! 

http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/profile-author/17137

