
Welcome to Oban 

A distillery built on history: Oban Distillery is built on one of the earliest settlement sites in Oban. 

Today, it’s single malt is one of the top 20 best sellers in the world. Great for the UK’s export 

industry. 

An iconic skyline: McCaig’s Tower stands over the town— a monument to a great man and 

philanthropic gesture to the town. Its construction provided work to local stonemasons during 

the winter months. 



One of our Cathedrals: St Columba’s Cathedral, at the north end of the Esplanade, was designed 

by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott and constructed between 1932 and 1959. 

Our second Cathedral: The Scottish Episcopal Church is represented in Oban by the Cathedral 

Church of St John the Divine, situated in George Street.  



A place you want to live: Making Oban a place where people want to make their lives is 

important. We want people to choose to stay in Oban or move here and so have invested heavily 

A place you want to visit: Whether it’s day trips from residents of smaller towns in Argyll and 

Bute, or visitors from elsewhere in Scotland, the UK or internationally, there’s a relaxed 

atmosphere in Oban for everyone to enjoy. 



Lots to enjoy: Oban’s retail offer includes well-known high street names, niche independent 

shops, artisan outlets and much more. A range of supermarkets serve shoppers from as far away 

as Campbeltown as well as the island communities. 

Seafood capital of Scotland: You’ll find the best seafood and seafood restaurants in the country 

in Oban that can be enjoyed alongside some of the best views in the world. 



Attracting maritime visitors: The North Pier Pontoons bring maritime visitors to Oban for short 

stays, bolstering the local economy and acting as a gateway to Argyll and Bute. 

Improving accessibility:  The pontoons improve accessibility for cruise ship visitors—particularly 

those with mobility issues—wishing to disembark to visit the town.  



Living 

Homes in dramatic locations: The Dunbeg Corridor Masterplan will deliver 600 new homes—a 

mix of houses for sale and rent. This will act as a catalyst for shops, cafes, community uses and 

commercial activity to create a vibrant atmosphere to attract new families to a fantastic rural 

location, close to Oban. 

A glorious beach on the doorstep: Just outside the town centre is Ganavan Sands, a beautiful 

stretch of beach to enjoy walks and games with views to the islands. 



Looking after health needs: Oban and Lorn Hospital is a purpose-built acute hospital offering 

services to Oban and the surrounding area, as well as medical and surgical services to the 

population of Argyll and Bute.  

Keeping the community fit: Atlantis Leisure is run by the community, for the community. Run by 

a charity, it’s steered by a volunteer board of directors. The Board oversees the reinvestment of 

all profits and surplus back into the fabric of the centre, organisation and community groups it 

supports.  



Have a dip—something for everyone:  Atlantis Leisure has a 25 metre pool and the fastest flume 

on the West Coast. The teaching pool has warm shallow water and a gentle sloping floor, ideal 

for beginners and young children. If you want to stay on dry land—there’s tennis, squash, 

climbing wall, and a range of other sports to enjoy. 

Having fun with the kids: There’s so much outside space for children to enjoy in and around 

Oban, but you can’t beat specialist play equipment  for a fun afternoon with friends and family. 

Atlantis has it all. 



Risen from the ashes—the Phoenix Cinema: In August 2012 Oban Phoenix Cinema opened its 

doors as a fully independent community-owned cinema, and a registered charity. Since then 

thrives screening an eclectic mix of arthouse and big blockbuster movies and live streamed 

theatre.  

Innovation in marine science: The European Marine Science Park is home to a vibrant and 

growing economic cluster based on marine science. This includes innovative enterprises, world-

class research, excellent locations and facilities, a skilled talent pool, strong government support 

for business and close links between policy makers, industry and academia.  



Connected 

Gateway to the isles: Ferries from Oban connect the Inner and Outer Hebrides to mainland 

Argyll and Bute. Ferries serve Castlebay, Barra; Colonsay; Craignure, Mull; Kennacraig, Kintyre; 

Lismore; Lochboisdale, South Uist; Mallaig; Port Askaig, Islay; and Tiree.  

Take the bus: Local services, links to Mid Argyll and Fort William. There are several daily 

connections to the Glasgow and summer services to Dundee and Edinburgh.  Catch them from 

the upgraded Station Square. 



The most scenic rail journey in the world: The West Highland Line takes you from Oban to 

Glasgow in just over three hours. To experience the full stunning journey, continue to Mallaig via 

the Glenfinnan Viaduct, made famous by the Harry Potter films. 

The most stunning airport in the world: Scheduled flights at Oban Airport connects Coll, 

Colonsay, Islay and Tiree with the mainland and gets island pupils, studying at Oban High School, 

home with their families at weekends. It also serves charter and private air craft. 



Connected—gateway to the isles 

Multi-coloured Tobermory: The main town of Mull and a tourist attraction for generations who remember and loved 

Ballamory. One of the islands that depends on Oban for connections and services. 

Coll is calling: Gott Bay on Coll, tranquil and serene, is linked to Oban by sea and air. 



Royal Connections 

Iona Abbey: Birthplace of Scottish Christianity and final resting place of kings. 

Dunollie Castle: Former fortress of the kings of Dalriada, was captured and destroyed in 698. 

The present castle was built by the MacDougalls of Lorn in the 13th century, direct descendants 

of Somerled, and one of the most powerful families in Scotland at that time.  



Bringing royal connections up to date: The Princess Royal meets pupils from Oban High School. 

Royal Walkabout: The Princess Royal out and about in Oban. 



Community spirit 

Community hub: The Rockfield Centre is a registered Community Benefit Society. Operating in a 

former primary school, it offers a year round programme of activity across the Arts/Culture, 

History/Heritage, Community wellbeing and Education/ Enterprise.  

Valuing volunteers: We value the work of our volunteers and celebrate their contribution to 

communities through awards. 



Pride in Oban: We have immense pride in all our communities and McCaig’s Tower lights up with 

Pride. 

Pride in Oban: Whatever the weather, Oban Pride brings a burst of colour and joy to the town. 



Home of An Comunn Gàidhealach: An Comunn Gàidhealach was founded in Oban in 1891. It has 

supported the teaching, learning and use of the Gaelic language and the study and cultivation of 

Gaelic literature, history, music and art for over 100 years. The Corran Halls plays host to the 

Royal National Mod as well as other cultural events, theatre, weddings and concerts.  

World-beating ambition: More than a thousand people took to the streets in an attempt to dance 

the world’s biggest Strip the Willow. 



Piping in the games: The Argyllshire Gathering is held at Mossfield Park. The stadium also plays 

host to football and shinty, including the Camanachd Cup final. 

Jumping for joy: Young dancers at the Argyll Gathering. 



Learning 

State of the art schools: Oban High School is one of Argyll and Bute’s newest schools, completed 

in 2018. It’s got everything needed to give pupils the best possible start in life. 

Further education on the doorstep: Argyll College UHI has nine learning centres located 

throughout Argyll and Bute, including Oban. There’s a wide range of subjects, across all levels, 

with great links into schools and employers. 



World-beating research:  The Scottish Association for Marine Science has its base at 

Dunstaffnage. It researches how the marine environment works, how and why it is changing and 

how we could use and treat it better. Then it educates, communicates and promotes its finding 

for the public good.  

Supporting our University Town: SAMS has 155 staff, 20 honorary research fellows, 160 full-time 

taught undergraduate and Master students, 40 full-time research students, and 300 members.  



Public and political support 

There is strong public backing for city 

status for Oban. 

Our young people got behind the bid, by 
posting on social media and producing a 
podcast, and this video, evidencing their 
pride in Oban and showcasing why they 
believe Oban deserves city status: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=LitRwqW0gTs 

Members of the public gave their support 

via Argyll and Bute Council’s website – 

the overwhelming majority are in favour 

of bringing city status to Oban. 

HM Lord Lieutenant for Argyll and Bute 

has given her support. 

Oban has received support from across 

the business community, by letter, email, 

and face-to-face.  

Examples come from our key business 

sectors, and across the area:   

 SAMS, the Scottish Association for 

Marine Science.  

 AITC, Argyll and Isles Tourism Co-

operation.  

 Bid4Oban  

Oban has received political support from 

across the political spectrum:  

 Councillors across the political 

spectrum voted for city status 

 Oban Community Council is in support  

 Oban Area Committee has given its 

support  

 The area’s MSP and MP have both 

sought ways to get behind the bid. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LitRwqW0gTs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LitRwqW0gTs


Tabled by Brendan O’Hara MP 
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