Aspirational Path Report for A015
Du’'n na Cuaiche alt route, Inverary
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2. Summary of Representations Received

Representation Respondent Organisation/ Obijection Respondents | Respondent | Objection
Name Group Summery proposed Ref No. withdrawn
action

Objection Frieda Bos | About Argyll | Should be a Add P166
Walking core path
Holidays

3. History of Access
i.  Right of Way Status: none

ii. Recorded Access Issues: none

iii. Other Information:

A small section of the path received funding through the Land Management Contract
Scheme. It was also used by Argyll Estates to divert walkers going to Du’'n na Cuaiche
a couple of years ago when they closed the main route to allow forestry work adjacent to
the path to the north D025. This was done with the support of the Access Authority who
will support the use of this path as a diversion in future.

4. Site Visit
December 2011 after a period of unusually stormy weather.

Segregated route crossing field above
Duchess Louise Woods
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Constructed track leading into Brackley Wood Continuation of constructed track




The route leaves the constructed forest track A more defined route develops through the
and heads north east into woodland as can wood land

Another example of a wet and muddy The path continues wet and muddy as it climbs
section on this route towards the Watch Tower on the summit.

5. Alternative Route/s
N/A

6. Consultation with Objectors & Other Interested Parties
This is an existing path used by many people at the time D025 was closed, which should be a
core path, because of the felling everybody used A015
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7. Access Officer’s Initial Comments
As noted above this route was used to divert walkers to Du’n na Cuaiche whilst the more
popular path to the north D025 was closed for forestry operations a couple of years ago.

The route is very wet and muddy with long stretches through the woodland falling below the
standard of D025 which is the route promoted by Argyll Estates as the route to Du’'n na
Cuaiche. D025 is shown on the Argyll Estates web page http://www.inveraray-
castle.com/inveraray-estate-walking.html. See Appendix 1V; however this alternative route is not
promoted. This path has been promoted as part of a route using D025 and A015 on the Walk
Highlands Website http://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/argyll/dun-na-cuaiche.shtml .

Argyll Estates promotes the main route to the summit of Du’n na Cuaiche on its own web page
and has in recent years started to charge for parking beside the castle which is the car park
most visitors use to access the estate. The estate has already improved part of this route and
might wish to consider improving this Aspirational Route. This would provide a circular walk
and provide an alternative route to Du’'n na Cuaiche when there is a need to close the main
promoted route D025. If Argyll Estates worked with the local community it is possible that path
improvement works could receive a substantial proportion of the required funding through grant
aid. Argyll & Bute Council is currently seeking to establish a Countryside Trust which would
work with communities and land managers to improve Core Paths.

| am not aware of any plans to improve the wet and muddy sections of this route, and therefore
recommend that this path AO15 remains an Aspirational Path due to its current condition. If
funding becomes available in future the improvement of this path would make a useful addition
to the network of paths on the estate and to the Core Path Network.

Page 4 of 8



8. Advice received from the Access Forum

Argyll and Bute Council Core Path Plan
Finalised Draft 2012
Minute of Discussions by the Access Forum
Path Number: A015

Path Name: Dun na Cuaiche alt route
Forum Members Present

e John Urquhart (Chair) e Dave Tomlinson

e John Cameron Little e Duncan McDonald
¢ Neil Duncan e Tim Lister

o Mike McManus e Malcolm Holder

e Blair Fletcher

Declarations of Interest
e None

Members Familiar with the Location
e John Urquhart

e Dave Tomlinson

e John Cameron Little

Discussions
e Condition
e Sufficiency

Access Forum Advice to Argyll and Bute Council
| Support Officer's Recommendation (in Section 7)

[ ] Object to Officer's Recommendation (in Section 7)
[ ] Mixed opinion amongst Access Forum members (record all views below)

Majority View
Support Officers recommendation — keep as aspirational path

Minority View

9. Access Officer’'s Final Recommendations
Recommend designating A015 as an Aspirational Path.
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10.Appendices

Appendix I.  Copies of the representations received during the formal consultation
) b
k“ltmg>
- = ==
.{ For Official Use Date Received | Ref No.
Only
Argyll & Bute Council {Argyll
Finalised Draft Core Paths Plan
o $Bute
Comments & Objections Form COUNCIL
Name Frieda Bos
Organisation (i About Argyll Walking
appropriate) Holidays
Address Letters Lodge South,
Strathlachlan
Postcode PA27 8BZ
Daytime telephone
number
' Signature | Frieda Bos Date | 04/04/11
Sufficiency

There are gaps with no or hardly any core paths in quite a few piaces. See comments
where | have identified gaps. On top of that:

Strachur & District community is without core paths, other than the in the national park!
Ross of Mull: failed to indentify Tireragan walk and walk to Camas Tuath as core paths

1 1 PWET TV WRWRT IMIRAT W T IR W T ;

This is an existing path, used by many people and at

A015 Comment
the time D025 was closed, which should be a core path,
because of tree felling everybody used A015.
A man AL s L L L0 L i eall T 4 il cnmd annbian
Appendix Il.  Copies of relevant correspondence
None
Appendix Ill.  Copies of responses additional consultations
None
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Appendix IV.  Additional supporting documents
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Purple lines show where paths received funding through the Land Management Contract

Scheme
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Argyll Estates website http://www.inveraray-castle.com/inveraray-estate-walking.html.
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Walking Routes on the
Argyll Estate

The walks and avenues of the Argyll Estate date back to the
mid 17th century Acts of the Scottish Parliament during
which period, landowners were encouraged to plant trees
and manage their woodlands.
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