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Argyll and Bute’s case for locating
the UK’s first spaceport near
Campbeltown touched down at
Westminster earlier in the year
when a delegation from the council
and DiscoverSpace UK attended a
parliamentary reception hosted by
the area’s local MP, Brendan
O’Hara.
Their mission was to explain to
leading players in the aerospace,
MPs and members of the House of
Lords why the Kintyre site is the
best location for the spaceport.
They also set out the progress being
made on the bid for a licence by the
consortium of Argyll and Bute
Council and DiscoverSpace UK,
supported by Highlands and Islands
Enterprise.
The UK Space Industry is projected
to create up to 100,000 jobs by
2030, and the consortium aims to
bring some of these jobs to our
area, growing the economy and
attract even more people to live
and work here. 
The site offers enormous scope
with a runway of more than 3,000
meters and large areas of land
available for development, allied to
a positive and supportive planning

framework put in place by Argyll
and Bute Council. The safety case is
very strong as the site is in a
depopulated area and offers the
ability to launch directly over the
sea. 
Machrihanish Airbase has twice
been approved for space flight and
ahead of the launch of the NASA
Space Shuttle in 1981 was a
certified emergency landing site in
Europe.
Following a buyout, the site is now
owned by the local community

through MACC, who have already
unlocked some of the development
potential of the site by attracting
Scotland’s first on-shore salmon
farm and a major international
wind turbine producer.
Read more about the bid at
http://bit.ly/2pg0nLY.

Case for spaceport touches
down at Westminster

The DiscoverSpace UK delegation at the Palace of Westminster.

For more information visit www.discoverspaceuk.com
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The Economic Development service
has secured in the region of £4.5
million in external funding this year
to help the regeneration of local
communities.
Working in partnership with
Highlands and Islands Enterprise,
Scottish Canals and Mull and Iona
Community Trust, almost £3 million
of Scottish Government funding
was awarded from the
Regeneration Capital Grant Fund
(RCGF) which supports projects in
disadvantaged areas and is open to
competitive bids. 

Oban
The council has been awarded
£700,000 towards construction
work on its ambitious Oban
Maritime Quarter transit berthing
facility. HIE has contributed an
additional £300,000 to the project.
The North Pier project will make it
easier for marine visitors to come to
Oban who arrive by cruise ship,
kayak, commercial vessel or yacht.
It will create an access point for
people with all abilities, 36 finger-
berth pontoons and a concrete
floating breakwater. On the pier
there will be a maritime visitor
facility comprising harbour offices,
showers, toilets, changing areas and
secure lockers.

Ardrishaig
A project aimed at regenerating the
Ardrishaig Waterfront and Maritime
Hub has been awarded £580,000. It
will kick-start the development of
the former Gleaner Oil depot,
identified as a key location for
regeneration during a community
charrette held in 2016. The first
phase of work will deliver new and
refurbished buildings suitable for
arts and craft and food and drink
businesses.

Mull
Mull and Iona Community Trust was

awarded £1.6 million to progress its
proposal to build the Tobermory
Light Industrial Park on Mull – a 0.8
hectare purpose built flexible
industrial park incorporating
storage space and business
development sites for up to 15 new
or expanding businesses.

Dunoon and Rothesay
Residents of Dunoon and Rothesay
are set to see big changes to their
historic town centres after over
£1.5 million of Conservation Area
Regeneration Scheme (CARS)
funding was secured from Historic
Environment Scotland (HES).
Rothesay’s seafront will benefit
from £500,000 of funding for
repairs and improvements and

£4.5m funding boost for Argyll and Bute

£1,002,348 has been secured for
regeneration work in Dunoon.
The council has committed a
further £200,000 for the scheme to
regenerate Rothesay town centre.
Subject to a successful Stage Two
application to the Heritage Lottery
Fund, £3 million will be invested in
the town centre around Victoria
and Montague Streets.
As well as the HES funding in
Dunoon, council funding of
£500,000, and contributions from
property owners, means that £1.9
million is available to bring
buildings in the town centre back to
life. Regeneration will focus on
Argyll Street, between the Queens
and Burgh Halls.  

Victoria Street, Rothesay.

Artwork at the Gleaner Oil depot, Ardrishaig.
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Since 2014, shopfronts in
Helensburgh have been having a
facelift thanks to an agreement
worth £140,000 between Argylll
and Bute Council and Drum
Development, the developers of the
Waitrose site in the town.
The shopfront enhancement
scheme was introduced to give
businesses a little extra help in
improving the character and
appearance of their buildings. 
During phase one of the scheme, 17
businesses successfully completed
works, drawing down grants
totaling £64,000. Round two of the
project, which opened in March
2015 has seen 15 applicants be
awarded just over £55,000 in
grants.
Kathryn Todisco, of Josef Hair
Design, explained the difference the
scheme has made to her
businesses. She said: “We’d needed
to get the shop front done for at
least seven years. We were just
doing superficial work to the
frontage. Then the grant came
along to assist our own investment
and we found the right contractor.
“ We would have struggled to do it

without the grant. Our old shop
front was OK, but this new one has
made a big impact. We’ve had lots
of new faces booking because
they’ve just noticed the shop.”
Grants have assisted with new
signage and shutters, canopies and
storm doors, signage and double
glazing. Business owners get quotes
and commission the work but are
provided with support from
members of the economic
development service at every stage
of the process. 
The main focus of the fund is to
help local businesses grow and get
more people into the town,
whether as residents or visitors, to
spend their money. This is a key
part of the wider regeneration of
Helensburgh.
Anne Mitchell, of Anne of
Loudounville, who accessed the
scheme, said: “We all want the
town to come alive again and to be
welcoming. The town is improving
and this is partly due to the work
being done by the council. If you
want to encourage tourism you
have to have the place looking
smart and nice.”

Fancy Fillings sandwich bar, before
and after help from the shopfront
enhancement scheme.

Anne of Loudounville invested in a
new canopy and storm door.

A stylish new frontage for Josef Hair
Design.

Scheme changing the face of Helensburgh

The new look Vanilla.
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Inveraray CARS nearly complete 

The Inveraray Conservation Area
Regeneration Scheme (CARS) is
drawing to a close with three of the
five priority buildings restored and
two more close to completion.
The Town House, Chamberlain’s
House and The Old Temperance
Hotel are looking spectacular and
Relief Land is complete except for
the replacement of rear stair

balustrades. Arkland is due for
completion in July 2017.
Inveraray CARS has supported six
small repair grant projects, covering
12 properties in total. The last two
of these projects - Quay House and
the Main Street block - finished at
the end of April.
There has been a series of
traditional skills training and

community engagement events
over the last year. One of the most
exciting is work with the Walking
Theatre Company and Inveraray
Primary School on a play about the
history of the town and its people.
So far the school has held nine
workshops and two ‘Community
Access Cafés’. A film of the project’s
work to date was shown at the
school’s open day on the 29 March
2017, and pupils and professional
actors will perform the finished play
later in the year.
Inveraray CARS also grant-funded
an options appraisal for the old
Community Hall in 2015/16 and the
Inveraray Community Company is
now acquiring the hall with a view
to carrying out a rehabilitation
project. This work is supported by
economic development’s social
enterprise team.
All the work of Inveraray CARS will
be showcased during Doors Open
Day 2017, in September. It will be
part of a wider series of events in
Inveraray which will also include the
events co-ordinated by Written in
the Landscape, a CARS-funded
project lead by the Argyll Estates
Archives and Argyll and Bute
Council.

Relief Land, Inveraray.

Argyll and Bute Council is a now a member of Business Loans Scotland (BLS) , a consortium of Scotland’s
local authorities providing loan finance to new and growing small and medium sized businesses (SMEs).
SMEs in Argyll and Bute can apply for loans of up to £100,000 to help with working capital, purchases of
plant and equipment, or business property. The loans can offer gap funding where public sector funding
(including BLS’s contribution) does not exceed 50% of the total funding package and typically have a
fixed interest rate of 6%. 
Any business applying for a BLS loan will
receive support and advice from Business
Gateway to help them complete their
application.
For more information and to check
eligibility for a loan visit www.bls.scot.

Business loans available in Argyll and Bute
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ABRA (Argyll and Bute Renewable
Alliance) has just updated its
Renewable Energy Action Plan
(REAP) to realise its vision for the
development of renewable energy.
ABRA is a public-private sector
partnership comprising Argyll and
Bute Council, Highlands and Islands
Enterprise, SSE Networks, the
Crown Estate Scotland, Scottish
National Heritage, Local Energy
Scotland, other public sector bodies
and the main renewable developers
within the area.
Argyll and Bute aims is to be at the
heart of renewable energy
development in Scotland, taking full
advantage of the area’s unique mix
of indigenous renewable resources
and maximising opportunities for
sustainable economic growth that
benefits its communities and
Scotland in general.
It focuses on local issues that
impact on renewables development
such as transport and connectivity,
the supply chain, business land, and

One of the latest contributors to
the list of council renewable energy
projects is a 60Kw capacity wind
turbine at the Glengorm Waste
Management Facility, on the Isle of
Mull.
This project was delivered in
partnership between the council’s
economic development, waste and
property services along with
contractors, Absolute Solar and
Wind.
Absolute, a family-run company
with 10 years’ experience, invited
primary school children to enter a
Name the Turbine competition. The
prize included having their name
etched on a specially designed
plaque to commemorate the

skills and recruitment. The aim is
not just to support renewables but
to ensure that the benefits of any
consented development to Argyll
and Bute’s communities and
businesses are maximised.
The National Renewables
Infrastructure Plan (N-RIP) site of
Campbeltown and the world class
research facilities at the European
Marine Science Park, mean that
Argyll is well placed to benefit from

future renewables all supported by
a continually improving
infrastructure and a growing skills
base.
More than 1Gw of renewable
energy, including 3Mw from council
owned schemes, is generated
across Argyll and Bute - enough to
power around 800,000 homes.
Argyll and Bute’s Renewable Energy
Action Plan can be found at
http://arcg.is/2cbzD6l. 

Reaping the benefits of renewables

installation, in addition to receiving
a cheque of £500 to support the
school’s Science Technology
Engineering and Maths (STEM)
projects.  
There was a total of 71 name
suggestions from local primary
schools including Lochdonhead,
Tobermory, Ulva and
Bunessan. Winner,
Cailean McClean
from P7 in
Tobermory Primary
School, suggested
the name Miss
Hoolie. When asked
what inspired the name Cailean
said: “Because this was a 'Balamory'
character and 'hoolie' is Scottish for
very windy.” 

A new Miss Hoolie finds her home on Mull
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New life for Hermitage Park
Hermitage Park, Helensburgh, is an
important heritage asset, which is
currently being given a new lease of
life in partnership between the
park’s Friends Association and
Argyll and Bute Council. 
The  £3.3m Hermitage Park project,
will significantly improve the capital
infrastructure and the services on
offer to the community. It aims to
create an attractive and sustainable
park for residents and visitors to the
area and a resource for the local
community.. 
Hermitage Park has a key role as a
focus for both community outdoor
recreational activity, and as an area
of important green space, as well as
providing an offering for visitors to
Helensburgh. 
As part of the programme of works,
a five-year Activity Plan will run
alongside the main construction
period. It aims to engage with the
local community in its widest
possible sense, providing training
and development opportunities
which will encourage the
community to get on-board with
the project and ‘Grow our Park
Together’.
The project has wide local backing
and involvement and has been
driven from the ground up. It was
grassroots determination and vision

that led to the application to
Historic Lottery Fund, which was
instigated by the Friends of
Hermitage Park Association. There
is an established users’ group which
has 16 member organisations, and
which includes schools.
Support with securing funding,
procurement, development
(before) and management has
come from the council’s economic
development service.
A 10 year Management and
Maintenance Plan will bring a new
way of working based on more

sustainable regimes. It will work in
partnership with a range of
organisations and groups, to share
and develop resources and the
town’s green network. Similar ways
of working have been embraced
elsewhere in order to stem the
decline of public parks.
The project is split into two lots. Lot
one, the new pavilion works, will
start in summer 2017 and Lot two,
landscape and conservation works,
started in February 2017. The main
construction phase is due to be
complete Summer 2018.

New paths and drainage are being laid.

Pictures show the A-listed War Memorial walls before and after the ivy was removed to show the extent of the
damage underneath.
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Unattractive gap sites in six towns
have been given facelifts and
brought back into temporary use by
their local communities thanks to
funding from Stalled Spaces
Scotland and support from Argyll
and Bute’s economic development
service to help secure it.
Stalled Spaces Scotland is a national
programme commissioned by the
Scottish Government and managed
by Architecture and Design Scotland
(A&DS). 
In Campbeltown, South Kintyre
Development Trust’s band of
volunteers has turned a vacant lot
near the sea front into an attractive
landscaped area, fitted out in a
maritime theme, with bespoke
seating.
In Lochgilphead, land that was
formerly a bowling green, within
the grounds of the hospital, has
been turned into a community
garden by Blarbuie Woodland
Enterprise, with the aim of growing
salad and herbs which can be sold
locally.
Volunteers from Tarbert Village Hall
painstakingly cleared Japanese
knotweed from the grounds of the
hall and created a garden that is
used every day by local children. It
has a family area with play
equipment, chosen by the children,

and furniture with built-in wheel
chair spaces.

Oban Communities Trust used its
grant to enliven the building and
grounds at the Rockfield Centre,
while putting together a package
of funding to refurbish the
property. Volunteers have now
created a welcoming environment
by adding artwork, planters and
picnic benches.
Over on Bute, Argyll College UHI
has improved a gap site within
Rothesay’s principal shopping
street creating seating, planted
tubs and interpretation boards
with information on the town’s
maritime history. It’s now a
relaxing space for the public to
enjoy.

Kick start for stalled spaces

Campbeltown

One of the largest grants has gone
to James Street Community Garden
Association, Helensburgh, which
has ambitious plans to create a
community garden in the old James
Street play park. Work has begun in
tidying the site and fundraising in
ongoing to achieve the dream of a
natural play area, meadow and
wildlife hedge.
As well as the obvious physical
benefits to the local areas, the
projects have also helped
participants develop new skills,
build confidence and make
connections between different
groups and generations.

Population
recovery
bucks trend
Argyll and Bute is bucking the
trend for the west coast of
Scotland  in seeing a population
growth up to the middle of
2016.
While other areas - Inverclyde,
North Ayrshire and the Western
Isles - have all seen a population
decrease, Argyll and Bute has
seen a rise of 0.28%.
The latest estimate of Scotland’s
population by the National
Records of Scotland (NRS) shows
an overall increase to the
population of the whole country
of 31,700, or 0.6%
This increase has been driven by
migration and Argyll and Bute
has mirrored the national trend.
Between June 2015 and June
2016, it is estimated that 4110
individuals migrated into Argyll
and Bute, a net increase of 240
people.

Plants from the Rockfield Centre,
Oban.
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Argyll and Bute Council, in
Partnership with SURF (Scotland’s
Regeneration Forum), hosted a
series of events for Think Dunoon –
a chance for all of Dunoon’s
communities to come together to
discuss the future of Dunoon town
centre.  
The Scottish Government
sponsored charrette provided a
number of opportunities on
different days for the public, local
business, community groups and
interested parties to get involved
and have their say about the future
of Dunoon town centre.  
A design studio was set up in
Dunoon’s Wooden Pier and saw an
enthusiastic turnout of locals to
voice their thoughts on the future
of the town centre.
Activities included traffic and
transport walkabouts; a schools’
workshop, where local children
were encouraged to envision the
Dunoon of 2027; and workshops
focusing on tourism and business.  

Thinking about Dunoon’s future

Despite the rainy conditions Think
Dunoon welcomed many local
people, artists, business owners
and visitors who eagerly
participated sometimes until late
into the evening.  

The results were fed back to the
Community on at the end of April,
with the Design Team developing
and preparing a Masterplan for the
town centre, which will be
delivered to SURF and Argyll and
Bute Council in May.

All roads led to Inveraray at the end
of April as around 1000 bikers
gathered for the launch of the latest
Scottish Biker magazine.
This successful event brings
together those involved in trying to
keep biking safe.
Demonstrations included how to
improve your on-road skills, and
first on scene care, including helmet
removal, by Biker Down.
Exhibiters included West Safety
Cameras, Police Scotland and a host
of motorcycle stockists.
The event was organised by the
Road Safety team, part of the
Economic Development service.
Inveraray Inn provided
refreshments.

Bikers converge on Inveraray


