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Issue two Winter 2017 

Argyll and Bute Council has 
launched two funds, totalling 
over £1m, to help boost 
business and population 
growth. 

The Business Gateway Local 
Growth Accelerator 
Programme (BG LGAP) is 
funded by the council and the 
European Regional 
Development Fund and gives 
growing local businesses the 
chance to access specialist 
advice and funding to help 
them expand.  

It is an additional service, 
complementary to the support 
already offered by Business 
Gateway, allowing early stage 
support for more than 200 
businesses and providing 
specialist advice, growth 
grants and employer or 
graduate placement grants. 

To access BG LGAP support, 
businesses must register for 
the programme, open to 
businesses aiming to increase 
their turnover by £50,000 or 
more within the next three 
years.  

The specialist advice on offer 

 

includes up to two days of free 
advice on human resources, 
eCommerce, marketing, 
growth strategy, funding and 
tendering. 

More information is available 
here http://bit.ly/2fXcllp. 

The £500,000 Rural 
Resettlement Fund is aimed at 
attracting families, individuals 
and businesses looking for new 
opportunities and a different 
way of life. 

Grants are available to 
employers, self-employed 
people and families to assist 

with some of the expenses 
associated with relocating 
their business or taking up 
employment in Argyll and 
Bute.  

Businesses, with a turnover of 
more than £80,000,  can apply 
for up to £10,000,  while self-
employed people and those 
moving to take up new jobs 
can apply for up to £5000. 

Full details of the fund, 
eligibility criteria and details 
on how to apply can be found 
here http://bit.ly/2goqFno. 

£1m support for business and population growth 

Transformation 
News from Argyll and Bute Economic Development 

http://bit.ly/2fXcllp
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A shared vision for Dunoon 

Argyll and Bute Council was 
part of a successful £25,000 
funding bid for a design 
charrette for Dunoon, which 
aims to produce a masterplan 
that creates a vision for a 
successful and prosperous town 
centre.  

The Charrette for Dunoon will 
help bring together all of the 
groups which have a vested 
interest in the regeneration of 
the town, including businesses, 
residents, community 
organisations and local 
agencies. 

The focus of a charrette is to 
look at economic development 
issues from the perspective of 
the built heritage and let that 
inform all aspects of developing 
the local economy. 

The funding application was 
made by SURF on behalf of the 

Dunoon Alliance for Action, a 
community group being 
formed following a Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise-funded 
feasibility study into the 
establishment of an Alliance 
for Action in Dunoon.  

This follows on from the 
successful establishment of 
the Bute Island Alliance which 
managed a similar process 
and held a successful 
charrette on Bute last year. 
The Dunoon Charrette will be 
conducted in collaboration 
with Dunoon Community 
Council, Dunoon BID (Dunoon 
Presents), Dunoon Burgh Hall 
and HIE.  

As part of Argyll and Bute 
Council’s commitment to the 
regeneration of Cowal, a 
Development Officer has 
been working with all 

stakeholders in Dunoon since 
July 2016.  The officer has met 
with community and business 
organisations and has been 
encouraged by the positive 
response to the proposed 
charrette and belief that it is 
the way in which a common 
and shared vision can be 
developed.  

Quick fact 

Between 2009 and 2015, 
employment in Argyll and 
Bute’s food and drink sector  
averaged around 3,870. 

In 2014, this accounted for 
14.6 per cent of 
employment across all 
industries. 

Around 835 food and drink 
enterprises operate in Argyll 
and Bute.  

Quick fact 
Argyll and Bute has 
approximately 387 actively 
listed properties on Airbnb, 
compared to Glasgow’s 
1400 active listings.  

Argyll and Bute’s listings 
have increased by 140 per 
cent, from 161 to 387, over 
the past year while 
Glasgow’s listings have only 
risen 20 per cent. 

Quick fact 
Overall visitor numbers to 
Argyll and Bute have 
increased by around 8.9 per 
cent between 2009 and 
2015.  

Footfall at visitor attractions 
between July and August 
2016 increased by 12.8 per 
cent compared with last 
year. There was a national 
increase of 6.6 per cent 
during the same period. 
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The New Year heralds the early 
stages of Argyll and Bute 
Council’s £11m investment in 
the Queens Hall and public 
realm in Dunoon.   

Principal Contractor, 
McLaughlin & Harvey Ltd, 
kicked off the project in 
December 2016 and work will 
carry on until Spring 2018. 
Throughout the works, they will 
engage a number of local sub-
contractors. 

Not all the outcomes from the 
project are infrastructure 
based. McLaughlin & Harvey 
are working with Dunoon 
Grammar School to facilitate 
work-based vocational learning 
opportunities for pupils from S4 
to S6.  In addition, the firm is 
working with council officers to 
explore opportunities which will 
support the Developing our 
Young Workforce strategy and 
specifically looking for ways to 
engage with local primary 
schools.  

Main work 

The units and office building on 
Argyll Street and the glazed 
structure and canopy providing 
the public access at the south 
elevation will be demolished. 

The main auditorium and 
stage, catering facilities, offices 
and meeting rooms; circulation 
and stairways will see 
extensive refurbishment and 
the upper auditorium gallery 
will be removed. 

New features will include a 
dedicated fitness and training 
suite, cafeteria, external roof 
terrace, back-stage changing 
rooms, toilets and showers, 
main entrance and reception 
area off Argyll Street, public 
library, and offices. 

Public realm 

There will be significant 
realignment of Argyll Street, 
Alexandra Parade and Pier 
Esplanade. A series of high-
quality civic spaces for Dunoon 
will be created with natural 
stone paving and furniture, 
natural earthworks, street tree 
planting and lighting.  

All this goes towards creating a 
vibrant town centre that will 
attract residents and visitors by 
providing exciting gathering 
places, both indoors and out. 

Scaffolding heralds the start of the work in the interior of the Queens Hall 
which is just part of an ambitious new look and feel for Dunoon town 
centre. 
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A special event brought 
together around 70 people on 
Seil Island to share best 
practice on addressing issues 
that can affect life on Argyll 
and Bute’s island 
communities . 

Island Connections was 
organised on behalf of the 
Argyll and the Islands 
Taskforce, a short life working 
group set up by the Argyll and 
Bute Council to look at island 
issues.  

Participants took part in 
workshops focused on housing, 
economic growth, transport, 
digital and health care with 
participants looking at what 
the main issues were and what 
might be the solutions.  

Those attending contributed to 
lively discussions about the 
proposed Islands Bill, economic 
growth, transport and 

infrastructure, health care, 
housing and digital 
connectivity. 

Speakers from island 
communities included the Mull 
and Iona Community Trust, 
Argyll and Bute Coast and 
Countryside Trust, Bute Island 
Alliance and Ross of Mull and 
Iona Community Transport 
Scheme. 

All the presentations were 

filmed and will be made 
available on the council’s 
website. Slides from the event 
are already available here 
http://bit.ly/2gOXEVN.  

A report on the event will be 
used to inform both the 
council’s involvement in the 
Scottish Government’s Strategic 
Islands Group and its response 
to the Islands Bill, which is 
expected to be published 
before summer 2017. 

Royal visitor at 
Scottish Boat Show 

When Argyll and Bute Council 
exhibited at the Scottish Boat Show 
last year, staff were delighted to 
welcome HRH the Princess Anne to 
the stand and tell her about the 
work that has been going on in the 
area recently. Here, Princess Anne 
can be seen with Craig Wilson, 
economic growth officer.  

http://bit.ly/2gOXEVN
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At the recent Scottish Empty 
Homes Awards, a Townscape 
Heritage Initiative-led project 
to repair a tenement at 50-52 
Main Street, Campbeltown, 
picked up the Howden’s Award 
for the Best Outstanding 
Project. 

This was truly a partnership 
project, involving various 
council departments and the 
private sector, to save an 
historic building and bring 
empty flats and retail units back 
into use.  
The upper floors of this 18th 
century listed building, one of 
Campbeltown’s oldest 
tenements, had lain vacant for 
over 20 years and become 
infested with over 11 tonnes of 
pigeon guano. 

With a Dangerous Building 
Notice in force, it was 

threatened with demolition 
and would have left a gap site 
in the centre of Campbeltown. 

Following a back-to-back legal 
agreement, the council 
facilitated a change of 
ownership, leading to the full 
repair of the building, 
supported by grants of 
£390,000, from the THI, and 
£60,000, from the council’s 
Housing Services. 

The new owner, MacLeod 
Construction Limited, also 
acted as the main contractor 
for the capital works. 

Three commercial units and 
four, quality, one-bedroom flats 
have now been brought back 
into use for private rental. 

The store and cellar of a 
neighbouring bar have been 
repaired, enabling it to be re-
opened under new 
management.  

The adjacent street has now re-
opened to traffic and the local 
economy has received a 
welcome boost. 

Read more about the empty 
home awards here http://
bit.ly/2gyE8fw. 

The restoration of 50-52 Main Street not only prevented an ugly 
gap site at the heart of the town centre, but complemented the 
restoration of the Town Hall next door. 

http://bit.ly/2gyE8fw
http://bit.ly/2gyE8fw
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Events – such as music 
festivals, highland games or 
sporting events – play a major 
role in Argyll and Bute’s 
economy, boosting visitor 
numbers and encouraging 
people to spend in our local 
shops, restaurants and 
accommodation providers. 

An independent economic 
impact study found that, for the 
first time, the Tiree Music 
Festival was likely to have 
brought in around £1m to the 
local economy in 2016. To add 
to its success, it was hailed the 
best Small Event in Scotland at 
the Scottish Event Awards in 
2016. 

The net additional economic 
impact of visitor spend as a 
result of the two-day Oban Live  
music event was in the region of 
£1,092,552. 

A similar economic impact study 
carried out in Cowal showed 
that the Highland Gathering 
attracted more that £4.5m to 
the area over three days, up 
£400,000 on 2015’s total. 

Of those surveyed, 53 per cent 
came from Scotland, 15 per 
cent from overseas and 6 per 
cent from elsewhere in the UK 
and for the majority, 65 per 
cent, the Cowal Gathering was 
their only or main reason for 
visiting Argyll and Bute – 
proving what a draw it is. For 
nearly a fifth, it was their only 

or main reason for visiting 
Scotland. 

The average spend on 
accommodation was £197.47 
while people said they spent 
£71.25 on average each day 
on food and drink. Thirty-one 
per cent said they spent 
between four and seven 
nights in Argyll and Bute. 

The Cowal Gathering has a 
loyal following and 80 per cent 
of respondents said they were 
likely or very likely to return 
next year. When asked about 
their response to Argyll and 
Bute, 54 per cent rated it 
excellent or very good as 
opposed to a 43 per cent 
approval rating for Scotland. 

Studies show events impact on 
local Argyll and Bute economy 

Personal well-being findings 
from the Annual Population 
Survey (APS), show that people 
living in Argyll and Bute are 
more satisfied with life, 
happier, feel what they do is 
worthwhile and are less 
anxious than the UK average. 
In fact, there are few places in 
Scotland where there is a 
more favourable well-being 
estimate than Argyll and Bute. 

Those surveyed are asked to 

consider overall, how satisfied 
are you with their life 
nowadays, to what extent do 
they feel the things they do in 
your life are worthwhile, how 
happy did they feel yesterday, 
and how anxious did they feel 
yesterday? 

Full information, and access to 
the interactive tools, can be 
found at the ONS website here 
http://bit.ly/2fMdYF2. 

http://bit.ly/2fMdYF2


 

7 www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/discover Making Argyll and Bute a great place to live, work and invest 

The initial strip-out of Rothesay 
Pavilion, the first stage of its 
£11m restoration, has seen 
more than 63 tonnes of 
material recycled or reused and 
waste reduced by over 99%. 

As a result, over £26,000 has 
been saved through waste 
management and the Rothesay 
Pavilion Charity has raised 
£3,500 from donations for the 
items that were passed on for 
recycling. 

Argyll and Bute Council, 
Rothesay Pavilion Charity, Zero 
Waste Scotland and contractors 
John Brown (Strone) Ltd worked 
closely together during this 
phase of the project to reuse 
most of the materials and keep 
their value. 

During the first part of the 
process, local groups and 
individuals were offered items 

that would normally be sent 
to landfill, such as tables, 
chairs, fridges, original sinks, 
light fittings etc, in return for 
donations.  

Once the contractors began to 
strip out non-structural 
building materials, like wood, 
plaster and broken tiles, these 
were used to repair fences, 
build animal enclosures or 
used for hard-core on farms. 
Wood that could not be 
reused for construction was 
burned in heating systems. 

As a result, more than 40 skips 
were diverted from landfill 
and 63 tonnes of items were 
donated or sold. It is 
estimated this saved 33 
tonnes of CO2 emissions.  

More information on the 
Pavilion project here http://
bit.ly/2fEBdxo.   

Hen house built from recycled Pavilion wood. 

easyjet boost 
for jobs in 
Rothesay 
There was good news for 
Bute at the end of last year 
when easyJet, Europe’s 
leading airline created 37 
new jobs at leading global 
customer experience and 
business process 
outsourcing company, 
Webhelp. 

There were 23 people 
working for Webhelp, in 
Rothesay, on the easyJet 
account on a temporary 
basis and the signing of a 
permanent contract not only 
secures those 23 people on a 
permanent basis but also 
allows the company to 
recruit a further 14 people. 

Argyll and Bute Council, 
along with Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise inward 
investment team, supported 
Webhelp in its bid to secure 
the account. The council’s 
Economic Growth Team, in 
just two days, undertook 
research from national 
databases and liaised with 
colleagues in Strategic 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure, School 
Services and Calmac, to 
compile and analyse Isle of 
Bute data on age profile and 
employment, broadband 
and mobile coverage, 
current and projected school 
leavers and number of ferry 
commuters. 

http://bit.ly/2fEBdxo
http://bit.ly/2fEBdxo
http://bit.ly/2fEBdxo
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More than 1000 passengers 

from two cruise ships were 

given the opportunity to enjoy 

the sights of Argyll and Bute 

when they visited our shores 

last September. 

The Saga Pearl II visited 

Campbeltown, bringing over 

600 people into Kintyre.  

Around 150 metres in length, 

the vessel berthed alongside the 

New Quay, which was extended 

and strengthened in 2012 to 

give the opportunity for large 

vessels to visit one of Argyll and 

Bute’s key coastal towns. 

A few days later, the MV 

Boudicca, part of the Fred Olsen 

line, anchored at Tarbert, 

Tobermory and the Holy Loch.  

At 205 metres long, and 

capable of 18.5 knots, the liner 

can carry over 800 passengers 

and is scheduled to visit the 

three ports a further three 

times in 2017.  

During its visit, passengers 

were offered a variety of day 

trips around the local area, 

including popular destinations 

such as Arduaine Gardens, 

Inveraray Castle and Kilmartin 

Glen, Duart Castle, Benmore 

Gardens and Mount Stuart.  

Cruise ships visit key coastal towns 

The Boudicca lies at anchor off Tarbert harbour. 

The very first Argyll Enterprise 
Week, which took place in 
Oban in November, drew in 
more than 400 delegates from 
across the area with 96% of the 
feedback respondents saying 
they had been inspired by what 
they saw and heard. 

There were 29 workshops, 
seminars and discussions on 
topics such as cyber security, 
women in business and funding 
sources.  

Organised by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s Business Gateway and 

Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE), the week 
aimed to help businesses 
make new connections, share 
ideas and acquire skills and 
knowledge to boost growth. 

Attendees were able to 
participate in workshops, gain 
free one-to-one time with 
experts, get advice on how to 
attract funding and 
investment and engage with 
like-minded people.  

They also heard from the 
owners of successful 

High take-up for inspiring enterprise week  

businesses that had established 
and grown in Argyll and Bute, 
making the most of the area’s 
unique characteristics and 
fantastic quality of life. 

A special video was created for 
the launch of Enterprise Week, 
which can be viewed here:  
http://bit.ly/2j6daws. 

http://bit.ly/2j6daws

